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RECOMMENDATION: 

That the Board: 

1. Conceptually approve a proposed gift from The Friends of the Levitt Pavilion at MacArthur 
Park ("TFLP"), consisting of in-kind design assistance and improvements to the MacArthur 
Park Band Shell, valued up to $250,000, pending approval of final plans and specifications, 
and conditioned upon the negotiation and execution of an agreement between the City of Los 
Angeles ("City") and TFLP for the proposed construction of band shell improvements and 
the operation of a summer concert series commencing upon completion of said 
improvements, all subject to the Board's final approval at a later date; 

2. Authorize the Department and Bureau of Engineering to work with TFLP to prepare final 
plans and specifications for the proposed band shell renovation, based on the conceptual 
plans attached hereto as Exhibit-A, pursuant to City standards, procedures, and requirements, 
and subject to the Board's final approval at a later date; 

3. Conceptually approve the Department's removal of existing seating and the performance of 
landscape improvements within the area surrounding the band shell, as part of the proposed 
band shell improvement project; and, 
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4. Authorize the Department to work with the City Attorney to negotiate and prepare an 
agreement between the City and TFLP, specifying the terms and conditions associated with 
the proposed Gift and the proposed programming of an annual summer concert series to be 
provided each summer by TFLP for a period of fifty years (50), subject to the Board's final 
approval at a later date. 

SUMMARY: 

The Friends of the Levitt Pavilion at MacArthur Park (TFLP) is a to-be-formed, non-profit 
organization comprised of local business and community leaders who are dedicated to enriching 
communities by providing free public access to the performing arts. TFLP received a grant fiom the 
Mortimer Levitt Foundation (Levitt Foundation) for the renovation of a selected band shell theater 
located in Los Angeles County. After carefully considering several eligible venues, TFLP chose the 
MacArthur Park Band Shell ("Band Shell"), located at 2230 W. 6th Street, because of its location, 
setting, historical background, and the City's willingness to cooperate and participaie directly in the 
renovation efforts. 

At the restored MacArthur Park Band Shell, concert attendees will be able to come together to enjoy 
outstanding, professional concerts five (5) nights per week to share the universal language of music. 
Although the Levitt Foundation has completed several successful projects in several major cities 

throughout the United States, one of the most successful is located in the neighboring City of 
Pasadena - The Levitt Pavilion for the Performing Arts at Memorial Park. TFLP is in its fourth year 
of providing concerts in Pasadena, as illustrated and described on the 2006 Summer Concert Series 
brochure attached hereto as Exhibit-C. The renovated venue at Memorial Park in Pasadena has 
proven to be a great asset to the City of Pasadena, enhancing the park by rejuvenating its 
atmosphere, reducing illegal activity which had become a serious problem at the park, and providing 
a comfortable place for children, parents, and the public in general to go and enjoy the performing 
arts. The Pasadena venue is widely supported by local businesses, community groups, schools, and 
citizens. It is anticipated that the proposed MacArthur Park Band Shell improvement project will 
have similar results which will benefit the concert attendees, while improving the park and the 
surrounding community. 

TFLP is offering to contribute to the proposed improvement project with in-kind services for the 
design of the project and by providing funding for and constructing the proposed improvements to 
the Band Shell, which are estimated to be valued in excess of $250,000. The Band Shell renovation 
project includes improvements to the exterior and interior of the building, as well as improvements 
to the surrounding landscaping. The improvements to be constructed and/or funded by TFLP will 
consist primarily of work performed to the interior of the Band Shell. The exterior work will be 
performed by City forces (Recreation and Parks, General Services, and the Bureau of Engineering). 
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Upon completion of construction, TFLP will have access to the Band Shell during specified periods 
for the operation of an annual, free to the public, summer concert series for a period of fifty (50) 
years ("Term"), subject to the final approval of the Board and City Council. Following the 
completion of the proposed Band Shell improvements, the proposed series of concerts would first 
occur June 5,2007, through August 26,2007, with a subsequent concert series continuing each year 
thereafter during the months of June through August, until the Term expires in August of the year 
2056. While negotiations are on-going, it has been discussed that the City would provide some 
support services before, during, and after each summer evening concert, but that TFLP will bear the 
primary responsibility for funding and producing the concert series. As long as TFLP is able to fund 
and produce a high quality summer concert series for the City, the agreement would remain effective 
for the full fifty (50) year term. The Levitt Foundation will also provide TFLP with a $500,000.00 
grant to support the first five (5) years of concert production, subsidizing TFLP's initial efforts to 
fund the concert series with $100,000 per year during that period. 

The preliminary plans for the proposed improvements were prepared by the City's Bureau of 
Engineering and shall be used as the basis for the preparation of the final plans. The final plans will 
be prepared by the TFLP with support from the Bureau of Engineering, and will be presented to the 
Board for approval upon their completion, prior to any construction work being performed. A 
summary of the proposed scope of work, preliminary plans, and estimated project budget are 
attached hereto as Exhibit-B. 

The total cost of the project is estimated to be $1,700,000, including costs related to TFLP's 
contribution to the Band Shell's interior improvements. TFLP is offering to contribute in-kind 
design services and at least $250,000 in interior band shell improvements. Although the City's 
portion of funding has not been secured, the remaining $1,450,000 for the proposed structural and 
exterior improvements is anticipated to be funded through funding from Proposition 40 
Discretionary Funds ($250,000), the Community Redevelopment Agency ($500,000), and the City's 
General Fund ($700,000) through support from the Office of Councilinember Ed Reyes of the First 
Council District. The above figures are approximations based on preliminary plans and estimates. 
Final project funding and expense disclosures will be made when the project is presented to the 
Board for final approval. 

Environmental Management Staff has determined that the proposed renovation of the MacArthur 
Park Band Shell may result in potentially significant impacts to the environment that could be 
feasibly mitigated, and has retained a consultant for the preparation of a Mitigated Negative 
Declaration (MND) in compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). When 
the MND has been completed and reviewed by appropriate agencies and the general public in 
accordance with CEQA, it will be brought to the Board for consideration and adoption in 
conjunction with formal approval of the project. 



REPORT OF GENERAL MANAGER 

PG. 4 

Staff has discussed the proposed project with the Assistant General Manager of Operations East, 
Superintendent of the Metro Region, and the Office of Councilmember Ed Reyes of the First 
Council District, and each supports the project and concurs with staffs recommendations. 

FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT: 

Conceptually, this project will not have any fiscal impact on the Department, and the City's capital 
contribution to the project, consisting of the exterior structural and landscape improvements will be 
funded by funds earmarked for MacArthur Park improvements from sources outside the 
Department's annual budget. 

Security and maintenance during the proposed concert series performances will be funded through 
TFLP's payment of the Department's standard rates and fees for such events. However, the 
Department will not be collecting the fees andfor charges normally collected for the rental of the 
Band Shell. 

The daily or regular maintenance of the improved facility will be funded as part of the regular 
MacArthur Park annual maintenance budget. 

Prepared by Joel Alvarez, Management Analyst 11, of the Department's Real Estate and Asset 
Management Section. 



EXHIBIT A 

PROPOSED BAND SHELL DESIGN 
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Scope of Work 

Mac Arthur Park Band Shell Renovation Proiect 

Renovation of the Band Shell Building, including new ADA accessible bathrooms, 
interior, mechanical, electrical, and plumbing upgrades. 

Renovations of the Glu-Lam beam and sub-floor replacements. 

A concrete ADA ramp with handrails to be installed along the south side of the Band 
Shell, allowing for disabled access to the stage from the rear of the facility. 

The scope of work will impact approximately 8,500 square feet of lawn and paving, 
and the concrete extension of the existing stage. 

The existing stage extension will be demolished along with the paved area in front of 
the stage. The benches will be removed and will be replaced with lawn. 

The existing walkway and adjacent concrete paving which currently cuts across the 
lawn in front of the bowl will be removed and replaced with paving of an enhanced 
nature. The new configuration will make the lawn "bowl" more apparent while still 
maintaining an ADA conforming access-way through the park. The enhanced paving 
will give the area an identity relating to the Band Shell as well as maintaining a 
natural circulation path. 

A low stone curb will be installed at grade along a portion of the walk. 

All areas not paved will require irrigation modification and reinstallation of the lawn. 

Costs for Furniture, Fixtl-~res, & Equipments, ie: audio/visual, are not included. 

Costs to permanently and/or temporarily relocate various operations are not included. 

Costs to perform major seisrr~ic upgrade of the Band Shell structure are not included. 

An allowance is included in the estimate to handle standard site conditions issues 
during construction ie: contaminated soil, over-saturated soil, uncertified fill, 
hazardous material mitigation, environmental issues, historical issues, major 
replacement and relocation of existing utilities, etc. Additional funds would be needed 
should these issues be discovered to be extraordinary and beyond the allowance 
costs. 

The estimate includes costs for constr~~ction escalation, estimated at 10% per year 
for one year. 



EXHIBIT-C 

THE LEVITT PAVILION 
FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS 
MEMORIAL PARK, PASADENA 

2006 SUMMER CONCERT SERIES EVENT CALENDAR 








