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RECOMMENDATION: 

'That the Board: 

I .  Approve the installation of  a boulder and memorial plaque behind the backstop o f  baseball 
diamond No. 2 at Hazard Park; 

2. Approve the wording of the memorial plaque to the WaIkout/Blowout students of March 
1968, as described in Attachment A, and its placement on  the boulder; and, 

3. Authorize Department staff to issue a right-of-entry permit to the 40Ih Anniversary o f  the 
East l,os Angeles Walkout Commemorative Committee for the installation and maintenance 
of the boulder and memorial plaque as  indicated. 

SUMMARY: 

The 40Ih Anniversary of  the East Los Angeles Walkout Commemorative Committee has 
proposed the installation of  a boulder and memorial plaque in honor of the WalkoutIBlowout 
Students of March 1968. The boulder and memorial plaque would be installed behind the 
backstop of  baseball diamond No. 2 at Hazard Park, located at 2230 Norfolk Street, Los Angeles, 
California 90033. 
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On March 6. 7, and 8, 1968, students from all over Los Angeles banded together to bring light to 
the inequity that Hispanic students faced on a daily basis. Exercising their civil rights, these 
students bravely walked out of school in protest. The non-violent protest rallied local 
communities to work toward instituting positive change. The state of education of minority 
students achieved national attention. 

A Park Advisory Board (PAB) meeting was held on February 12, 2008 to discuss the installation 
of the memorial, and the impact on Hazard Park. As a result, the PAB voted in favor of installing 
the memorial to the Walkout/Blowout students. Department staff has reviewed the 
Commemorative Committee's proposal and recommends the installation of the boulder and 
memorial plaque. The granite boulder will be approximately 42" in height, 48" in width, and 36" 
in depth. The bronze plaque will measure approximately 24" in height and 18" in width. The 
bronze plaque will read as  described in Attachment A. and be mounted on the boulder. 

Councilmember Jose Huizar has agreed to cover the cost of the plaque, boulder, and installation. 
The 40Ih Anniversary of the East Los Angeles Walkout Commemorative Committee has agreed 
to provide maintenance for the memorial plaque. Department staff has identified the location 
behind the backstop of baseball diamond No. 2 as the optimal location within Hazard Park to 
highlight the memorial and honor the students who participated in the Walkout/Blowout of 1968. 
Please see Attachment B. 

Staff has determined that the subject project is exempt from the provisions of the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), pursuant to Article 111, Section 1 ,  Class 1 ] ( I ) ,  of the City 
CEQA Guidelines. 

FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT: 

There will be no fiscal impact on the Department's General Fund. Councilmember Jose Huizar 
has agreed to cover the cost of the plaque, boulder, and installation. Maintenance of the plaque 
will be provided by the 40Ih Anniversary of the East Los Angeles Walkout Commemorative 
Committee. Access for maintenance purposes will be provided for by the right-of-entry permit. 
Maintenance requirements for the plaque and boulder will be negligible. 

This report was prepared by Jason Kitahara, Acting Management Analyst 11, Metro Region. 



IN HONOR OF THE STUDENTS 
OF GREATER LOS ANGELES 

LOS NINOS HEROES 
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TO BETTER EDUCATION FOR 
FUTURE GENERATIONS 

MARCH 6-7-8, 1968. 
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J O S E  H u 1 z . 4 ~  
C O U N C I L L I ~ M G E R ,  I ? T H  D ~ S T R I C T  

Dear Ms. Israel: 

We understand U~at the 3epanment of Recreation and Parks has a set of skndard poiicies regarding special 
prqects that are permitted cn park property. irJhlle In n o d  cases our office makes every effcrt to adhere 
to City guidelines wheq submittJng requeqs, there are instances that nay arise which force Counnl offices 
to seek exceptions to ZanCard ool~cies and procedures. Tqe aEachd memorandum represents just suca a 
renueh 

On March 6, 7, and B of 1968, high xhoci students from the Greater b s  Argeles Area exercised tbei: 1st 
Amenb.nenr richts by staging one of the la;ged hrgh schxl dernonstratjons in tne hlrary of this 3urr.y. 
Over henty thousand sbdents stood up and walked out of their schools to demand a better educatico, an 
eqilal cpportunlty to take part in allege-prep courses, and the right t3 learn about their OU;I c ~ l t ~ r e s .  

The vtalkout,blwrout ZudenS came t~get lwr at Hazard Park and garnered national attenbon for their 
struggle to achieve equality. Thanks to the brat? acts of T i ~ s e  yocng men end women, students in Lcs 
Ange!es have been able to reap the 5eneRs of an eduet~onal sj9et-c that better reflects the rich cdltural 
diversty of this great c:ty. 

F-Jr the p s t  four deczdes, the d o r t s  of these ycung henes have gun? unrrcuylzed. On March 8, 20C8 
the community is going honor these students by re-er~aaing the march from Lincoln High School to Hazard 
Park. The committee, headed by Sal Castro, one of the or~ginal ieaders of the Walkout movement and 
leader of the Ch~cano Yo~th  LeadKsh~y Ccnference, ini .  :vould like to have a commemorative bnme 
plaque dedicrzted to Mese f i~dents rnw~nted ento a r c c ~  and permanentlv, i~:stalled In Hxard Part. 

I n  order to ensure that th!s everit becomes a reality, Coumlmerntm .-!uizar has agreed to ccver the c3sls of 
the plaque, m, and Its installation. Haiard Park Director, Aaron Shaw and his maintenance crew have 
recommended an optimal locaticn wimir: the park for ;he stone to be placed that would properly honor the 
mernov ef the= brave shrdents while enskr:np publ~c safety ~n the psrk. 

We thank you ir, advance f3r your kvomble c3naderadon of cur rsquest and Pope this memorandum 
provides sufficient suoport to justify any devietions fr-m mnca:d cJstorn and practice. Pleaw do nor 
hesitate to mntact me or my staff should :here he any q:restions or mncerns. 

~ G a n c l o  G~nza~ez 
Bc-fle Heights Area Director 
Ccuncilmemk- lose Huizar 

Joseph S. Avila 
Ch~ef of Staff 
Councilmember lose ii~;zar 




