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1. Accept and approve the proposal by the Los Angeles Department of Cultural Affairs 
(DCA) for the installation of temporary public art at eleven (11) Department of Recreation 
Parks (RAP) properties, as described in the Summary of this Report, as part of a City­
wide public art initiative; 

2. Authorize the General Manager or Designee to issue Right-of-Entry (ROE) Permits to 
the DCA for each of the eleven (11) park sites as described in the Summary of this 
Report, subject to the approval of the United States Army Corps of Engineers, where 
applicable; 

3. Find that the proposed projects are categorically exempt from the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), and direct staff to file a Notice of Exemption; and, 

4. Direct the RAP's Chief Financial Officer to prepare a check to the Los Angeles County 
Clerk in the amount of $75.00 for the purpose of filing a Notice of Exemption. 

SUMMARY 

In June 2015, the Los Angeles Department of Cultural Affairs (DCA) was awarded a One Million 
Dollar ($1,000,000.00) Bloomberg Philanthropies Public Art Challenge grant to present a city­
wide public art biennial. On May 1, 2015, DCA received approval from the Los Angeles City 
Council to accept the One Million Dollar ($1,000,000.00) award and match the grant funding 
with private arts development fees and other philanthropic support. 
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The CURRENT: LA Water initiative (Initiative) will be a free arts and cultural event featuring 
temporary public art (installations, video, performance) and public programs (workshops, 
conversations) presented at fifteen (15) outdoor sites across the City of Los Angeles. Eleven 
(11) of the fifteen (15) sites are on RAP property. The Initiative is scheduled to take place from 
July 16, 2016 through August 13, 2016. 

DCA has worked closely with RAP staff to review and consider the eleven (11 ) selected park 
sites. After numerous on-site meetings with relevant RAP staff and event organizers, and after 
review of access, site security and other logistical considerations, RAP staff recommends that 
the Board approve the installation of temporary public art installations at subject park sites and 
authorize the General Manager or his designee to issue Right of Entry (ROE) Permits to DCA 
for each of the sites. 

The eleven (11 ) selected sites are as follows: 

• South Weddington Park (CD 2) ; 
• Sunnynook River Park (CD 4); 
• Cheviot Hills Recreation Center (CD 5); 
• Sepulveda Basin (CD 6); 
• Hansen Dam (CD 7); 
• Norman O. Houston Park (CD 8) ; 
• South LA Wetland Park (CD 9); 
• Westside Neighborhood Park (CD1 0); 
• Bee Canyon Park (CD 12); 
• Echo Park (CD 13); and, 
• Point Fermin Park (CD 15). 

Renderings and a brief description fo r each of the proposed art work are provided in 
Attachment A. 

CURRENT: LA Water will explore and address issues related to water through the activation of 
fifteen (15) sites throughout the City by presenting outdoor, site-specific temporary installations 
by international and Los Angeles-based artists. These projects and programs will be located 
across the City, one in each Council District, at sites with natural and/or manmade bodies of 
water. 
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The I nitiative is being directed by an independent curatorial team of distinguished arts 
professionals with experience in issues-based public art. In collaboration with DCA, the 
curatorial team has invited artists and arts collectives to propose temporary public art projects to 
explore the issue of water and Los Angeles. On April 12, 2016, Mayor Eric Garcetti announced 
the roster of ten (10) artists and three artists' teams for CURRENT: LA Water. Each selected 
artist will be required to develop a specific community engagement component as part of their 
project. 

DCA also has a dedicated staff person serving as the Community Coordinator for CURRENT: 
LA Water who has conducted grassroots research and compiled contact information on arts 
organizations, social service and environmental organizations, and schools located within a 
three-mile radius of each site. DCA has also engaged a public relations firm to develop an 
overall communications strategy for the biennial, including a dedicated website CurrentLA.org, 
which launched on May 4, 2016 to a mailing list of over 12,000 email addresses. RAP's public 
relations staff is working with the event organizers to promote the Initiative by distributing printed 
materials and via RAP's social media platforms. 

Additionally, the Public Program providers have been selected through a competitive Request 
for Proposal process and will be announced in June along with the biennial locations. 

About half of the exhibition will take place along the Los Angeles River in an effort to contribute 
to the City's broad and long-term support for the River to be revitalized and reimagined as a 
public corridor for recreation, culture and community. DCA, in consultation with RAP 
management, identified approximately 61 park sites for consideration, conducted tours to 33 
sites, and selected the eleven (11) City of Los Angeles park locations referenced above for 
CURRENT: LA Water public art installations. 

All temporary installations at these locations will comply with access requirements and 
site-security as recommended by RAP. A volunteer corps will serve as on-site docents and will 
coordinate with assigned maintenance and/or recreation staff for each location. The Location 
Manager, Los Angeles River Revitalization Corporation, has developed and finalized technical 
and operational site plans in consultation with appropriate RAP staff. In addition, all projects 
and programs are being installed by Los Angeles City contractors carrying general liability 
insurance policies. 

The temporary public art installations proposed for two of the parks referenced above, 
Sepulveda Basin and Hansen Dam, require approval from the U.S. Army Corp of Engineers 
(USACE). DCA has requested USACE to provide a Letter of Non-Objection for these proposed 
temporary projects. Staff recommends approval of the ROE Permit(s) related to these 
respective locations, subject to USACE approval. 

TREES AND SHADE 

As described above, no trees will be removed or affected by the temporary installation of the 
public art work. It is anticipated that no tree shade will be affected as well. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 

Staff has determined that the proposed art projects at the eleven separate sites consist of minor 
alterations to the condition of public lands that are temporary uses, having no permanent effects 
on the environment and do not involve removal of mature, scenic trees. Therefore, the proposed 
projects are categorically exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
pursuant to Article III, Section 1, Class 4(6) of the City CEQA Guidelines. A Notice of Exemption 
will be filed with the Los Angeles City Clerk and Los Angeles County Clerk 

FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT 

Approval of the temporary public art work and the issuance of the ROE Permit(s) will have no 
fiscal impact to the RAP's General Fund. All costs for the fabrication, installation and removal 
of the public art work will be the responsibility of DCA. 

This Report has been prepared by Mathew Rudnick, Chief Sustainability Officer. 

LIST OF ATTACHMENTS 

1) Attachment A - Renderings and Brief Description of Proposed Art Installations 




































































