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RECOMMENDATIONS 
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1. Grant approval for the wording, placement, and installation of plaques at various 
locations, as described in the Summary of this Report, and, 

2. Find the project is exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA), pursuant to Article III, Section 1, Class 11 (1) of the City CEQA guidelines 
(which provides for the placement of signs on park property as accessory structures to 
recreational facilities). 

SUMMARY 

On February 2, 2015, Councilmember Paul Krekorian , Council District 2, introduced a Counci l 
Motion that 'the Department of Recreation and Parks (RAP) be instructed to acquire and plant 
one hundred (100) pomegranate trees in parks throughout the City, including at least one tree 
on the South Lawn of City Hall, and the remaining trees to be planted in each of the fifteen (15) 
Council Districts' and 'the Council instruct RAP to work with each Council District to coordinate 
the location of the trees in each District, to place a plaque or a sign at the location of the trees 
dedicating the tree to the victims of the Armenian Genocide, and to ensure the maintenance and 
survival of the trees.' This Council Motion to commemorate the 100th- Anniversary of the 
Armenian Genocide was approved by the full City Council on March 4, 2015 [Council File (CF) 
No. 15-0227]. 
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On August 7, 2015, Councilmember Paul Krekorian introduced a subsequent Council Motion 
that One Hundred Thousand Dollars ($100,000.00) in the "Council Community Projects" line 
item in the General City Purposes Fund No. 100-56 be transferred/appropriated to the 
Recreation and Parks Fund No. 302-89, Account No. 89704H for the Armenian Genocide 
Memorial Trees project. This Motion was approved by the full City Council on 
September 8, 2015 (CF No. 15-0938). 

RAP staff worked closely with staff at Council District 2, and the remaining Council Districts, to 
identify appropriate locations for the planting of the pomegranate groves and installation of the 
plaques per the Council Motion. Staff has completed the planting of the 100 trees as indicated 
by these Motions and now seeks to install the appropriate plaques to complete the project. 
There will be one (1) unique plaque for the City Hall planting and fifteen (15) additional plaques, 
one (1) for each of the Council Districts. Each Council District plaque will include as sponsors 
Councilmember Paul Krekorian as well as the councilmember of the district. Proposed/example 
text is as follows: 

(City Hall Plaque) 

Pomegranate (Punica granatum) 

The City of Los Angeles Commemorates 
the Armenian Genocide Centennial: 1915-2015 

This tree was planted by Mayor Eric Garcetti and Councilmember Paul Krekorian 
on the occasion of the commemoration of the centennial. 

April 24, 2015 

(Council District Plaques, Council District One) 

Pomegranate (Punica granatum) 

The City of Los Angeles Commemorates 
the Armenian Genocide Centennial: 1915-2015 

Sponsored by City Councilmembers Paul Krekorian and Gilbert Cedillo 

April 24, 2015 
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The plaques are to be installed on either a small pedestal or on a concrete slab. Department 
staff has examined each grove to determine the most suitable installation method and location 
of the commemorative plaque in order to minimize visual impact and facilitate access and 
maintenance. The location of each grove by plaque installation method are listed below: 

Concrete Slab Plaque Installation 

CD 
3 
7 
8 
9 
12 
13 
15 

Location 
Tarzana Park 
Howard Finn Park 
Saint Andrews Recreation Center 
Green Meadows Recreation Center 
Granada Hills Recreation Center 
Las Palmas Senior Citizen Center 
Harbor City Recreation Center 

Pedestal Plaque Installation 

CD 
1 
2 
4 
5 
6 
10 
11 
14 
14 

Location 
Glassell Park Recreation Center 
North Hollywood Park 
Griffith Park and Roosevelt Golf Course 
Cheviot Hills 
Sun Valley Recreation Center 
Jim Gilliam Recreation Center 
Westchester Recreation Center 
City Hall 
Hazard Recreation Center 

Additional project information including sample plaque text and project budget are attached 
hereto as Exhibit A. 

This project was presented to the Facility Repair and Maintenance Commission Task Force at 
their regularly scheduled meeting on April 6, 2016 at which time it was requested that staff 
return with additional project information. This project was presented again to the Commission 
Task Force at their regularly scheduled meeting on August 10, 2016 at which time it was 
recommended that the project be forwarded to the full Board for review. Subsequent to 
presentation to the Task Force the proposed plaque text was modified slightly to include the 
name of the councilmember of the district. 

Council District 2 and Department management and staff support this project. 
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ENIVIRONMETAL IMPACT STATEMENT 

RAP staff has determined that the subject project is exempt from the provisions of the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), pursuant to Article III, Section 1, Class 11 (1) of the City 
CEQA guidelines, which provides for the placement of signs on park property as accessory 
structures to recreational facilities. 

FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT: 

There should be minimal fiscal impact as the cost of plaque manufacture and installation has 
been paid by the City Council as indicated in CF No. 15-0938. Minor costs may be incurred by 
the Department for on-going maintenance of these plaques. 

This Report was prepared by Melinda Gejer, City Planning Associate, Planning, Construction, 
and Maintenance Branch. 

LIST OF EXHIBITS 

1) Exhibit A - Sample Plaque and Project Budget 
2) Exhibit B - Council Motions 














