
BOARD REPORT NO. _____ _ 

DATE ---------- C.D. __ 1~a_n~d_1_4 __ 

BOARD OF RECREATION AND PARK COMMISSIONERS 

SUBJECT: ERNEST E. DEBS REGIONAL PARK - APPROVAL OF FINAL PLANS FOR 
THE URBAN FORESTRY AND HABITAT RESTORATION PROJECT; 
MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT (MOA) WITH NORTH EAST TREES (NET) 
FOR THE URBAN FORESTRY AND HABITAT RESTORATION PROJECT; 
APPROVAL OF CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION FROM THE CALIFORNIA 
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (CEQA) PURSUANT TO ARTICLE Ill, 
SECTION 1, CLASS 1 (8) [MAINTENANCE OF EXISTING LANDSCAPING AND 
BRUSH CLEARANCE] AND CLASS 4(3) [LANDSCAPING AND TREE 
PLANTING] OF CITY OF LOS ANGELES CEQA GUIDELINES 

AP Diaz V. Israel 

~R. Barajas 
/ ~. H. Fujita 

S. Pina-Cortez 

N. Williams 

Approved _____ _ 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

7-5-d" 
General Manai:J 

Disapproved _____ _ Withdrawn ----

1. Approve the final plans and specifications and work plan (Attachment A) for the Ernest 
E. Debs Regional Park - Urban Forestry and Habitat Restoration Project (Project) as 
submitted by North East Trees (NET); 

2. Approve the Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) with NET regarding the Project which 
would allow for landscaping, installation of temporary irrigation equipment, installation of 
storm water capture systems; removal of invasive weeds; and performance of 
maintenance and plant establishment work as defined in the MOA (See Attachment B) 
and in accordance with the above mentioned plans; 

3. Authorize the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners' (Board) President and 
Secretary to execute proposed MOA upon receipt of the necessary approvals; 

4. Direct the Board Secretary to transmit forthwith the MOA to the City Council for approval 
and concurrently to the City Attorney for review and approval as to form; 

5. Direct Department of Recreation and Parks (RAP) staff to issue a Right of Entry Permit 
to North East Trees to allow them to access to Ernest E. Debs Regional Park in 
accordance with the terms and conditions of the MOA; 
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6. Find that the proposed Project is categorically exempt from the California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA), and direct RAP staff to file a Notice of Exemption (NOE);

7. Authorize the RAP’s Chief Accounting Employee or designee to prepare a check to the
Los Angeles County Clerk in the amount of Seventy-Five Dollars ($75.00) for the
purpose of filing a NOE; and,

8. Authorize RAP’s Chief Accounting Employee to make technical corrections as necessary
to carry out the intent of this Report.

SUMMARY 

Ernest E. Debs Regional Park (Park) is a 318.62-acre park located at 4235 Monterey Road in 
Northeast Los Angeles. It is an unstaffed park that contains picnic tables, barbeque pits, and 
nature trails. RAP partnered with the Audubon Society to offer nature programs to the 
community at the Park.  The Park is located in a very dense and low-income community that is 
in great need of open space area.  The Project will be located in the southwest portion of the 
Park.  

On May 31, 2018, NET, a 501(c)(3) non-profit community based organization, received a grant 
from the State of California’s State Conservancy (Conservancy) under the Proposition 1 grant 
program for the Urban Forestry and Habitat Restoration at Ernest E Debs Regional Park Project 
(Grant), pursuant to Chapter 5.5 of Division 21 of the California Public Resources   Code.  The 
Grant is for a sum not to exceed $300,000 (Three hundred thousand dollars).  NET shall use 
these grant funds to complete the Project. 

The Project consists of preparation of final designs plans; permitting light corrective grading; 
invasive plant removal; planting of 247 native trees and 40 non-native trees and 988 shrubs, 
and installation of temporary low-flow irrigation systems for plant establishment, all at the Park.  
NET will, to the greatest extent possible, work with local at risk youth to install the Project. The 
Project will restore 4.5 acres in the southeastern end of the 318.62-acre Park.  The Park is 
adjacent to Rose Hill Park and the Montecito Heights neighborhood.  NET will be responsible for 
the maintenance and plant establishment of the newly installed landscape for the term of the 
MOA (See Attachment B). 

On April 12, 2018 NET presented the schematic concept documentation plans for the Project to 
RAP staff’s capital improvement committee.  The committee made comments on the plans and 
instructed NET to revise the plans to incorporate the comments and return to the committee for 
final review of the plans. 

On September 13, 2018 NET presented final construction plans/documentation to the staff’s 
capital improvement committee. The plans showed the exact locations of all trees and shrubs, 
interpretative signs, bio retention swales, and irrigation equipment. 
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TREES AND SHADE 

The proposed Project will have 247 15-gallon native trees and 40 15-gallon non- native trees 
(see Attachment A).   

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 

The proposed Project consists of maintenance of existing landscapes and native growths; brush 
clearance for weed abatement; new tree planting and landscaping, installation of a temporary 
irrigation system; and the maintenance, restoration and enhancement of plant habitats that do 
not exceed 5 ac in size. As such, staff recommends that the Board of Park and Recreation 
Commissioners determine that it is exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to Article III, Section 1, Class 1(8) and Class 4(3) of City CEQA 
Guidelines, as well as pursuant to Article 19, Section 15301(d), 15304(b) and 15333(d4) of 
California CEQA Guidelines. 

FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT 

There is no fiscal impact on RAP's General Fund as the funds for the Project will come from 
NET through the Grant funds. 

This Report was prepared by Craig A. Raines, Landscape Architect Associate III, Planning, 
Maintenance and Construction Branch. 

LIST OF ATTACHMENT(S) 

1) Attachment A – North East Trees Drawings
2) Attachment B – Memorandum of Agreement
3) Attachment C – Standard Agreement
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I. PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
 

The purpose of this project is preparation of final designs; permitting; light 
corrective grading; invasive plant removal; planting of native trees and plants; 
vegetated swale installation; and installation of temporary low-flow irrigation 
systems for plant establishment; to achieve restoration of 4.5 acres in the 
southeastern end of the 282-acre Debs Park.   
 
The project also will plant approximately 40 non-native, drought tolerant trees in an 
adjacent picnic and parking area; these species were chosen by The City of Los 
Angeles, Department of Recreation and Parks as being the species best suited for 
that specific area.  
 
The project also includes post-construction maintenance and monitoring.  
 
The project will hire and train local at-risk youth as part of the outreach, 
construction, and planting phases. The project will educate the local communities 
on the benefits the project brings to the park and to the City’s goals for clean air 
and water. The project will provide volunteer opportunities to the local communities 
as part of the planting phases of the project. 

 
II. SCOPE OF WORK 

 
Task 1: Project Management  
North East Trees (NET) will coordinate with The City of Los Angeles, Department of 
Recreation and Parks and the State Coastal Conservancy (project funder), to keep 
them informed about the status of the project.  NET will be responsible managing the 
budget and schedule, submitting requests for disbursement, and other project 
management activities.  

 
Task Deliverable(s):  Progress reports, invoices, and relevant meeting notes  

 
 

Task 2: Outreach and Education  
NET will engage and educate the public through community meetings on the 
challenges posed by climate change and how the proposed project ideas can be used 
by them, to become more climate ready.  

 
Task Deliverable(s):  Community Outreach Report  

 
  



9/26/2018 
 
North East Trees 
Urban Forestry and Habitat Restoration at Debs Park   
   

WORK PROGRAM 
For City of Los Angeles Department of Recreation and Parks Board Report  

 

 
 Page 2 of 4 
 

Task 3: Design/CEQA/Permitting 
NET will have ongoing co-ordination with the City of Los Angeles Department of 
Recreation and Parks to secure permits and approval for construction documents for 
various project elements. 
 

Task Deliverable(s):  Right of Entry Permit, Notice of Exemption, 100% 
Construction Documents  

 
 
Task 4: Site Preparation  
Preparation of construction site prior to actual construction, non-native plant removal, 
brush clearance/grubbing, and light corrective grading.   
 

Task Deliverable(s):  Prepared site ready for construction and planting 
 
 

Task 5: Construction of Bioswale / Stormwater Infiltration System 
Construction of the stormwater features including bioswales and natural Low Impact 
Development (LID) stormwater infiltration Best Management Practices (BMP).   

 
Task Deliverable(s):  Installed bioswales and natural LID stormwater 
infiltration BMPs 

 
 

Task 6: Installation of Irrigation System 
Installation of the temporary low flow irrigation system that will water the new plantings 
through the establishment phase of approximately 3 years. 
 

Task Deliverable(s):  Installed irrigation system  
 

 
Task 7: Planting  
Planting of approximately 300 trees and 800 understory plants to enhance the beauty 
of the park and provide habitat while improving air quality, helping control stormwater 
runoff, reducing soil erosion, and reducing greenhouse gases.  
 

Task Deliverable(s): Installation of 300 trees and 800 understory plants 
 
 
Task 8: Establishment  
The establishment phase is critical to any successful planting and Urban Forestry 
project. The NET Urban Forestry team will regularly monitor the new plantings to 
ensure they are being appropriately watered, weeded, and mulched. 

 
Task Deliverable(s):  Monitoring and establishment reports 
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III. PROPOSED SCHEDULE 
  
Assumed start date: December 1st, 2018 

Task Task  Title  Deliverable Estimated 
Completion Dates 

1 Project Management   Progress reports, 
invoices, and relevant 
meeting notes 

Monthly or bi-monthly 
throughout the 
contract term 

2 Outreach and Education   Community Outreach 
Report  

 Spring 2021 

3 Design/CEQA/Permitting  Right of Entry Permit 
 Notice of Exemption 
 100% Construction 

Documents  

 Spring 2019 
 

4 Site Preparation   Invasive plant control  
 Prepared site 

 Summer 2019 

5 Construction of Bioswale 
/Stormwater Infiltration 
System 
 

 Installed bioswales and 
natural LID stormwater 
infiltration BMPs. 

 Fall 2019 

6 Installation of Irrigation 
System 
 

 Installed irrigation system  
 

 Summer 2020 

7 Planting   Installed trees and plants  Fall 2020 

8 Establishment   Monitoring and 
establishment reports 

 Ongoing  
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IV. BUDGET OVERVIEW 
 
Task  Task Coastal 

Conservancy 
Applicant’s 
Funding  

Other Funds Total Cost 

1 Project 
Management 

 $15,000     $ 5,000   $ 20,000  

2 Outreach and 
Education 

 $ 36,000   $ 35,000     $ 71,000  

3 Design, CEQA, 
Permitting 

 $ 24,000   $ 5,000   $ 10,000   $ 39,000  

4 Site Prep, 
Grading 

 $ 4,500       $ 4,500  

5 Bioswale and 
stormwater 
infiltration 

 $ 50,500       $ 50,500  

6 Install temporary 
irrigation 

 $ 25,000       $ 25,000  

7 Planting  $ 93,000       $ 93,000  

8 Establishment  $ 52,000   $ 10,000   $ 35,000   $ 97,000  

            

TOTAL  $  300,000   $ 50,000   $ 50,000   $ 400,000  
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MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT 
Between 

North East Trees  
and the City of Los Angeles 

Department of Recreation and Parks 
 

This agreement regarding the responsibilities for the Urban Forestry and Habitat 
Restoration at Ernest E. Debs Regional Park Project, Project No. 16-050-01 (Project), 
funded by the State of California’s Coastal Conservancy Proposition 1 Grant Program 
(Integrated Coastal and Marine Resource Protection category).  Agreement is entered 
into on October 24, 2018 between North East Trees (“North East Trees”), a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit organization, and the City of Los Angeles, Department of Recreation and Parks 
(“City”), collectively referred to as “Parties” or individually as “Party.” 
 
I. Background: 

A. North East Trees (NET) submitted a grant application to fund the Project and the 
State of California’s Coastal Conservancy Proposition 1 Grant Program 
subsequently awarded funding to NET.  See grant agreement and application 
attached as Exhibit A, Grant Agreement No. 17-056, administered by the 
California State Coastal Conservancy to North East Trees. 

B. The Project includes the planting of trees and shrubs, extending an existing 
irrigation system to water them, maintaining this installation throughout the 
performance period of the grant.  

C. The Project is located on property owned by the City of Los Angeles Department 
of Recreation and Parks, in the southwestern portion of Ernest E. Debs Regional 
Park.  

D. The City conducted a preliminary environmental review for the Project, and 
prepared a draft Notice of Exemption pursuant to the California Environmental 
Quality Act on January 27, 2017. The City will file the Notice of Exemption with 
the County Clerk, 12400 E. Imperial Highway, Norwalk, CA 90650 within 10 
business days after the Board of Recreation and Parks Commissioners has 
approved the Project.  
 

II. Agreements by the City: 
 

The City agrees to the following: 
 

A. The City will implement oversight of the Project, which will include the following 
activities: 1) complete all necessary environmental reviews, 2) complete and 
coordinate all necessary design reviews, and 3) authorize and inspect all planting 
and installation activities in a timely manner. Design review provided by the City 
will follow the City’s Project Review Process (Exhibit B). 

B. The City will issue right-of-entry permits to North East Trees and its 
subcontractors to allow for access to Ernest E. Debs Regional Park for the 
Project during construction and throughout the maintenance period, including any 
maintenance that may be required beyond the Term of this Agreement but within 
the Term of North East Tree’s Grant Agreement No. 17-056 with the Coastal 
Conservancy. 
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C. The City will allow North East Trees access to the existing irrigation system to 
establish the point of connection for installation and operation of new temporary 
irrigation to ensure plant establishment.  

 
D. The project may not be used for mitigation (in other words, to compensate for 

adverse changes to the environment elsewhere). As used in this section, 
mitigation includes, but is not limited to, any use of the property in connection 
with the sale, trade, transfer or other transaction involving carbon sequestration 
credit or carbon mitigation. 

E. The City will provide, if available, as-built/record drawings to assist with the 
design.  

 
III. Agreements by North East Trees: 

 
North East Trees agrees to the following: 

 
A. Will complete the Project according to the Project timeline submitted by NET. 
B. Retain its nonprofit status pursuant to the General Nonprofit Corporation Law of 

the state of California. 
C. Submit documentation and attend meetings as necessary to comply with the 

“Twelve (12) Step Project Review Process,” as established by the City  
(Exhibit B). 

D. To provide invasive species control consistent with The ‘Ernest E. Debs Park 
“Dirty Dozen” Weeds Identification’ booklet created by the City. Manual, 
mechanical, or chemical control of invasive species will take place in the planting 
areas in compliance with RAP standards. See Exhibit C. 

E. Complete all aspects of the tree and shrub planting work and temporary irrigation 
system installation. North East Trees will maintain the plantings and all work 
performed in accordance with the requirements set out in Grant Agreement  
No. 17-056 after acceptance of the completed project by the California State 
Coastal Conservancy. 

F. For the purposes of this Agreement, “plant material” refers to any trees, shrubs, 
groundcovers, grasses, or other vegetation installed in accordance with the Grant 
Agreement entered between North East Trees and the California State Coastal 
Conservancy, including all non-native plant material and covers all original 
defects in plant material and workmanship. North East Trees will replace any 
broken, vandalized or dead plant material installed within 90 days after final 
inspection. Tree planting will comply with RAP standards.  

G. In accordance with the Grant Agreement between North East Trees and the 
California State Coastal Conservancy, work performed under the Grant 
Agreement is subject to the prevailing wage and other related requirements of 
the California Labor Code (“Prevailing Wage”). North East Trees shall pay 
Prevailing Wage to all persons employed in the performance of any part of the 
project and otherwise comply with all associated requirements and obligations.  

H. Per the Grant Agreement entered between North East Trees and the California 
State Coastal Conservancy, North East Trees shall not discriminate unlawfully 
against any employee or applicant for employment because of race, religious 
creed, color, national origin, ancestry, physical disability, mental disability, 
medical condition, genetic information, marital status, sex, gender, gender 
identity, gender expression, age, sexual orientation, or military and veteran 
status. North East Trees shall ensure that the evaluation and treatment of 
employees and applicants for employment are free of such discrimination. 
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I. North East Trees to maintain the temporary irrigation system in working condition 
for the duration of this agreement with the City. 

J. North East Trees will, to the greatest extent possible, utilize a crew of local  
at-risk youth to install the project, providing them with training and employment. 
Additionally, North East Trees will work with local school students to teach them 
about ecological restoration in an urban setting, and will engage and educate 
community members about natural systems, and low tech, lightly engineered 
methods for rainwater capture and infiltration. 

K. Per the Grant Agreement entered between North East Trees and the California 
State Coastal Conservancy, within thirty (30) days of completion of the project, 
North East Trees shall supply the Conservancy with evidence of completion by 
submitting a final report which includes ‘As-Built’ drawings of the completed 
project. Dated copies of ‘As-Built’ drawings will also be delivered electronically to 
the City for its records. 

L. Per the Grant Agreement entered between North East Trees and the California 
State Coastal Conservancy, all work shall be completed by March 31, 2021  
(“the completion date”).  

M. Per the Grant Agreement entered between North East Trees and the California 
State Coastal Conservancy, insurance coverage procured and maintained by 
North East Trees shall include the policies described on pages 10-12 of the 
Grant Agreement. See Exhibit A. North East Trees has furnished to the California 
State Coastal Conservancy certificates, amendatory endorsements, or copies of 
applicable policy language effecting coverage required pursuant to entering into 
and complying with the Grant Agreement. 

 
IV. Agreement Term: 

 
This Memorandum of Agreement between North East Trees and the City of  
Los Angeles Department of Recreation and Parks, in accordance with the criteria 
established by the California State Coastal Conservancy’s Prop. 1 Grants 
Program, shall take effect on the on the date the last duly authorized 
representative of the Parties signs the Agreement (“Effective Date”). This 
Agreement shall run from the Effective Date through  
March 20, 2031.  

 
V. General Provisions: 

 
A. This Agreement is governed by, interpreted under, and enforced in accordance 

with the laws of the State of California. 
B. No provision of this Agreement is intended to give rise to any right by any third 

party or entity not a party to this Agreement or any provision of this Agreement. 
C. Either Party may terminate this Agreement for any reason in whole or in part by 

providing thirty (30) calendar days prior, written notice to the other Party by 
certified mail with return receipt requested. Such right of termination shall not be 
unreasonably exercised.   

D. The Parties’ rights, liabilities, responsibilities, and remedies with respect to this 
Agreement, whether in contract, tort, negligence or otherwise, shall be 
exclusively those expressly set forth in this Agreement. 

E. In no event shall North East Trees be liable for delays, damages, losses or 
warranty claims caused, in whole or in part, by circumstances beyond its 
reasonable control, including, but not limited to: acts of God, theft vandalism, 
animals, fire, flood, earthquakes, adverse weather, interruption of water or 
electrical supply, strikes, lockouts, war, or other hostilities. 
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F. Locus: This Agreement is deemed to be entered into in the County of  
Los Angeles. 

 
VI. Notices: 

 
A. All notices required to be given in accordance to the terms of this Agreement 

shall either be personally delivered, electronically delivered, or delivered by 
certified mail return receipt requested to:  

 
North East Trees 
Attention: Mark B. Kenyon, Executive Director 
570 West Avenue 26, Suite 200 
Los Angeles, CA 90065 

 
City of Los Angeles Department of Recreation and Parks 
Attention: _________________________ 
221 N. Figueroa Street, Suite 100 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 

All mailed notices shall be deemed received five (5) working days after being deposited in the 
U.S. mail.  
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have executed this Agreement as of the day and date first 
written above:  
 
The City of Los Angeles, a municipal corporation, acting by and through its Board of Recreation 
and Parks Commissioners 
 
Executed this __________day of _______________, 2018 
 
 
By:  
___________________________________________________________________________ 

President 
 
 
By:  
___________________________________________________________________________ 

Secretary 
 
 
North East Trees, a California public benefit, nonprofit corporation 
 
 
By:  
____________________________________________________________________________ 

Mark B. Kenyon, Executive Director 
 
Executed this __________day of _______________, 2018 
 
 
 
 



5 
 

Approved as to Form: 
 
Date:   ____________________________________ 
 
Michael N. Feuer, 
City Attorney 
 
 
By   _______________________________________ 
 
  Deputy City Attorney 



STATe OF CALIFORNIA 

STANDARD AGREEMENT 
Std 2 (Grunt - R~y 08108) 

AGREEMENT NUMBER 

17-056 
TAXPAYERS FEDERAL EMPLOYER 
tDENTIFICATION NO 

95-4320174 

THIS AGREEMENT, made and entered inlo this ~\ ~'" day of t--'..:;,.~ , 2018, 
in the Slate of California , by and between Slate 01 California, through its d Iy elecled or appolnled, qualified and adlng 

AGENCY TITLE OF OFFICER ACTING FOfl STATE 

Executive Officer State Coastal Conservanc , hereafter caned the COflservancy, and 
GRANTEE'S NAME 

North East Trees , hereafter called the Grantee. 

The Grantee, for and in consideration of the covenants, conditions, agreements, and stipulations of the Conservancy hereinafter expressed, 
does hereby agree as follows : 

SCO I'E OF AGREEMENT 

Pursuan t to Chapter 5.5 of Div ision 21 of the California Pub li c Resources Code, the State Coastal Conservancy 
('"the Conservancy") hereby grants to the North East Trees ("the gran tee") a sum not to exceed $300,000 (th ree 
hu ndred thousand do ll ars), subject to thi s agreemen t. The gran tee shall use these funds to complete the fo llowing 
project (""the project") a t Debs Park in Los Angeles Ci ty and County, as shown on Ex hi bit A, which is 
incorporated by re ference and attached. 

(Continlled onfollowing pages) 

The on the following pages constitute a part of this agreement. 

, , , 

BY 

2S 
, 

Samuel Schuchat, Executi ve O fficer Mark Ke nyon, Executive Di rector 

ISIS Clay Street , 10lh Floor 
Oak land, CA 94612 

AMOUNT ENCUMBERED BY TIiIS PROGRNNCATEGORY iCODE AND l ITLE) 
DOCUMENI 

570 West Avenue 26, Sui te 200 
Los Angeles, CA 90065 

FUND TITLE 

Water Quali ty, Supply and 

Urban f orestry and Habi tat Restorat ion at Debs Park 

3760- 101-608300007 23 2016 16117 

parsonal knowledge that budgeted funds are available for the period and purpose of the 

I certify thai this agreemenl is 
exempt from Departmenl of 
General Services' approval 
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SCOPE OF AGREEMENT (Continued) 

Thc projcct consists of preparation of final designs ; perm itting; light corrective grading; invasive 
plan t removal; planting of native trees and plants; vcgetated swale instatlation; and installation of 
temporary low-Oow ilTigation systems for plant establishmcnt; to achieve restoration of 4.5 
acres in the southeastern end of the 282-acre Debs Park. The project includes post-construction 
maintenance and monitoring. 

The grantee shall carry out the project in accordance with this agrecment and a work program, as 
provided in the " WORK PROGRAM" sect ion , bet ow. The grantee shall provide any funds 
beyond those gran ted under this agreement which are needed to complete the project. 

CONDITIONS PRECEDENT TO CONSTRUCTION AND DISBURSEMENT 

The grantee shall not begin construction of the project and the Conservancy shall nol be 
obligated to disburse any funds unless and until the following conditions precedent have been 
met: 

I. A resolution designating posit ions whose incumbents are authorized to negotiate and execute 
this agreement and amendments to it on bchalf of the grantee. 

2. The Executive Officer orthe Conservancy ("the Executive Officer" ) has approved in writing: 

a. A work program for the project, as provided in the " WORK PROGRAM" sect ion, below. 

b. A plan for instatlation of signs and acknowledgment of Conservancy support, as provided 
in the " SIGNS AND ACKNOWLEDGMENT" sec tion, below. 

c. Atl contractors that thc grantee intends to reta in in connect ion with the project. 

3. The grantee has provided written evidence to the Conservancy that: 

a. Atl permits and approvals necessary to the completion oflhe project under applicable 
local , state and federal laws and regulations have been obtained. 

b. The grantee has provided for required insurance coverage, including additional insured 
endorsement, as described in the "INSURANCE" section, below. 

4. The grantee and the City of Los Angeles have entered into an agreement surficientto enable 
the granlee to implement and maintain the project in accordance with the terms of thi s 
agreement and including the requirement that the project not be used for mitigation. 
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CONDITIONS PRECEDENT TO CONSTRUCTION AND J}JSBURSEMENT (Continued) 

5. Additionally, no Conservancy funds shall be disbursed untillhe grantee has provided the 
Executi ve Oflicer with ev idence that all other public funds available for the project have 
been expended. 

Notwithstand ing the above, the grantee may begin to prepare plans, specifications and 
engineering work lIpan meeting conditions precedent no . I and 110 .4 , and upon the Executi ve 
Officer's review and approval of a separate \-vork program (tasks, budget and timeline) and 
ap proval or any contractors that the gran lee will retain to perform the work. 

TERM OF AGREEMENT 

This agreement shall take effect when signed by both parties and rece ived in the offices of the 
Conservancy together with the reso lution described in the "CONDITIONS PRECEDENT TO 
CONSTRUCTION AN D DISB URSEMENT" section of this agreement. An authorized 
representat ive of the grantee shall sign the tirst page of the originals of thi s agreement in ink. 

This agreement shall run from its effective date through March 20, 204 1 ("the terminat ion date") 
unless otherwise terminated or amended as provided in thi s agreement. However, all work shall 
be completed by March 3 1, 2021 ('"the completion date"). The grantee shall submit a final 
Request for Disbursement no later than April 25 , 202 1. 

AUTHORIZA nON 

The signature or the Executive Officer of the Conservancy on thi s agreement certilies that at its 
April 27, 20 17 meeting, the Conservancy adopted the reso lution included in the staff 
recommendation all ached as Exhibit B. This agreement is executed under that authori zation. 
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WORK PROGRAM 

Standard Provisions 

Before beginning const ruction, the grantee shall submit a detailed work program to the Executive 
Officer for review and written approval o f it s consistency with the purposes or th is grant 
agreement. The work program sha ll include: 

I. Construction plans and spec ifications which have been certified by a li censed architect or 
registered engineer, or approved by the grantee's Pub lic Works Director. 

2. A schedu le of completion for the project speci fica ll y list ing the completion date for each 
project component and a fina l project completion date. 

3. A detailed project budget. The projec t budget shall describe all labor and materials costs of 
complet ing each component of the project, including the grantee 's labor and materials costs 
and costs to be incurred under a contract wi th any th ird party retained by the grantee for work 
under th is agreement. For each project component , the project budget shall list all intended 
funding sources, including the Conservancy ' s gran t, and all other sources of monies, 
materials, or labor. The grantee shall review the plans on-site with Conservancy slaff. 

4. A li st o f best management practices that will be implemented to reduce the project 's 
greenhouse gas emiss ions. 

I f a ll or any part of the project to be funded unde r Ihis agreement wil l be performed by third 
pa rties ("contractors") under contract with the grantee, then the grantee shall , prior to initiating 
any contractor select ion process, submit the selec tion package, includi ng any applicable 
construction plans and speci fications that have been certified or approved as described above, to 
the Executi ve Oflicer for re view and wri tten approval as to consistenc y with the purposes of thi s 
grant agreement. Upon approval by the Executive Oflieer, the grantee sha ll proceed with the 
contractor se lection process. Prior to final se lec tion of a contractor, the grantee shall submit to 
the Executi ve Orricer for written approval the names of all contractors that the grantee intends to 
hire. The grantee shall then comply with the above paragraph regarding submi ss ion and 
approval ora work program prior to construction. 

The work program slulll have the same effec t as if included in the text of thi s agreement. 
However, the work program may be modified without amendment of thi s agreement upon the 
grantee's submission of a modified work program and the Executive Oflicer' s wri tten approval 
o f it. I r this agreement and the work program are inconsistent, the agreement shall contro l. 

The grantee shall implement the project in accordance with the approved work program. 
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SIC S ANI) ACKNOWLEI)GME T 

Prior to beginning the project, the grantee shall submit a plan to the Execu ti ve Officer for the 
installation of signs and acknowledgment of Conservancy support. Except as the Executive 
Officer agrees othe rwise, the plan shall commit the grantee to mention the Conservancy's 
support in it s project-related press releases, contacts with the media, and soc ial media postings, 
and on its websi te. 

The grantee shall install and maintain a sign or signs visible from the nearest public roadway 
identifying the project, acknowledging Conservancy ass istance and displaying Ihe Conservancy's 
logo. The Conservancy shall provide to the grantee specificat ions fo r the signs. The signs shall 
al so acknowledge fund ing from the Water Quality. Suppl y, and Infrastructure Im provcment Act 
of 20 14 (Proposition 1) by using the oftici al logo prepared by the Ca li fornia Natural Resources 
Agency, which the Conservancy has available in variolls file formats. The grantee may 
incorporate the requi red information into other signs as approved by the Execu tive Oflicer. In 
special circumstances, where the placement of signs or the general spec ifications are 
inappropriate, the Executi ve Officer may approve alternative, more appropriate mcthods for 
ac knowledging the sources of funding. The grantee shall submit plans descri bing the number. 
design. placement and wording of the signs, or the spec ilieations ora proposed, alternati ve 
method. The Conservancy will wi thhold final disbursement until the signs are installed as 
approved by the Conservancy. 

IlONI>ING 

I f the gran tee intends to use any contractors on any portion of the project to be funded under th is 
agreement, construction shall not begin until each con tractor has furni shed a performance bond 
in favor of the grantee and in favor of the Conservancy, individually or as a co-obligee, in the 
following amounts: for faithful performance, one hundred percent (100%) ol'the con tract value; 
and fo r labor and materia ls, one hundred percent (100%) of the contract va lue. This requirement 
shall not apply to any contract for less than $20,000. 

Any bond furni shed under thi s sec tion shall be executed by an admi tted corporate suret y insurer 
licensed in the State of Californ ia. 

COSTS ANI) I>ISllURSEMENTS 

When Ihe Conservancy delermines Ihal all "CONDITI ONS PRECEDENT TO 
CONSTRUCT ION AN D DISBURSEMENT" have been full y mel, Ihe Conservancy shall 
di sburse to the grantee. in accordance with the approved project budget. a total amount not to 
exceed the amo unt of thi s grant , as follows: 
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COSTS AN I) I)ISIl URSEMENTS (Continued) 

The Conservancy shall di sburse funds for costs incurred to date, less li ve percent, upon the 
grantee 's satisfactory progress under the approved '>\lork program, and upon thc grantee's 
submiss ion ofa "Request for Disbursement" form , which shall be submitted no more frequently 
than monthly but no less frequently than quarterly. The Conservancy shall disburse the fi ve 
percent withheld upon the grantee's sati sfactory completion of the project and compliance with 
the " PROJECT COM PLETI ON" section , below, and upon the Conservancy 's acceptance oi'lhe 
project. 

The Conservancy will re imburse the grantee for expenses necessary to the project when 
doc umented by appropriate receipts. The Conservancy will re imburse travel and re lated 
expenses al aClual costs not to exceed Ihe rates provided in Tit le 2, Di vision I, Chapler 3, 
Subchapter I, Article 2 of the Cali fo rn ia Code of Regulations ("CCR"), except that 
reimbursement may be in excess of these rates upon documentation that these rates arc not 
reasonably ava ilable 10 the grantee. Reimbursement for the cost of operating a private vehicle 
shall not , under any circumstance , exceed the current rate specified by the State ofCaliiornia for 
unrepresented state employees as oflhe date the cost is incurred. The Conservancy will 
reimburse the grantee for other necessary expenses if those expenses arc reasonable in nature and 
amount taking into account the nature of the project. its location, and other re levant factors. 

The grantee sha ll request disbursements by fi ling with the Conservancy a fully executed 
"Request for Disbursement" form (available from the Conservancy). The grantee shall include 
in the form its name and address, the number of thi s agreement, the date of the submission. the 
amount of tile invo ice, the period during which the work was actuall y done, and an itemized 
description, including time, material s, and expenses incurred of all work done fo r which 
disbursement is requested. Hourly rates billed to the Conservancy, and specified in the approved 
work program budget shall be equal to the actual compensation paid by grantee to employees, 
which may include employee bcnefits. The form shall also ind icate cumulati ve expendi tures to 
date, expenditures during the reporting period, and the unexpended balance of funds under the 
grant agreement. 

An authorized represen tative of the grantee shall sign the fonns. Each form shall be 
accompanied by: 

I. All receipts and any other source documents for direct expenditures and costs that the grantee 
has incurred. 

2. Invoices from contractors that the grantee engaged to complete any port ion ofthc work 
funded under thi s agreement and any rece ipts and any other source documents fo r costs 
incurred and expenditures by any such contrac tor, unless the Execut ive Oflicer makes a 
specific exemption in writing. 
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COSTS AND DISBURSEMENTS (Continued) 

3. A supporting progress report summarizing the current status of the project and comparing it 
to the status required by the work program (budget, timeiine, tasks, ctc.) including writtcn 
substant iation of completion of the portion of the project for which the grantee is requesting 
d isburscmcnt. 

The grantee's failure to full y execute and submit ,I Request /'or Disbursement form, including 
attachment of supporting documcnts, will relieve the Conservancy of it s obligation to disburse 
funds to the grantee unti l the grantee corrects all deficiencies. 

EXPENDITURE OF FUNDS AND ALLOCA nON OF FUNDING AMONG BUIlGET 
ITEMS 

The total amount of thi s grant may not be increased except by written amendment to this 
agreement. The grantee shall expend funds consistent with the approved project budget. 
I~xpenditure on items contained in the approved project budget , other than overheard and indirec t 
costs, may vary by as much as ten pe rcent wi thout prior approval by the Executive Officer, 
provided that the grantee first submits a revised budgclto the Conservancy and requests 
disbursement based on the re vised budget. Any deviation greater than ten percent , and any 
deviation that shifts funds from approved budget items into an overhead or indirect costs 
category, must be identified in a revised budget approved in advance and in writing by the 
Executive Officer. The Conservancy may wi thhold payment for items which exceed the amount 
allocated in the project budget by more than ten percent and which have not received the 
approval required above. Any increase in the runding ror any particular budget item shallmcan 
a dec rease in the funding for one or more other budget items unless there is a written amendment 
to thi s agreement. 

PROJECT COMI'LETION 

Within thirty days or completion of the project, the grantee shall suppl y the Conservancy wi th 
ev idence of completion by submilling a final report which includes: 

1. An inspection report by a licensed architect or registered engineer or the gra nlee's Public 
Works Director certifying completion or the project according to the approved work 
program. 

2. Docllmenlal ion thaI signs are insta lled as required by the "S IGNS AND 
AC KNOWLEDGMENT' sec tion of thi s agreement. 

3. A fully exccuted final " Request for Disbursement." 
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I'RO.JECT COMI' U : TION (Cont inued) 

4. ··As built" drawings of the completed projec t and/or photographs documen ting project 
completion. 

5. The monitoring report(s) identified in the approved work program. 

Within thirt y days of grantee's submission of the above, the Conservancy shall determine 
whether the grantee has sati sfactorily completed the project. If so, the Conservancy shall issue to 
the grantee a letter oracceptance of the project. The project shall be deemed complete as of the 
date of the leiter. 

EARLY TERMINATION, SUS I'ENSION ANI) FAIL URE TO l'ERfORM 

Befo re the project has commenced, either party may terminate thi s agreemen t for any reason by 
providing the other party with seven days noti ce in writ ing. 

Bcfore the project is com pI etc, the Conservancy may terminate or suspend thi s agreemen t for 
any reason by providing the grantee with seven days notice in writing. In e ither case, the grantee 
shall immediate ly stop wo rk under the agreemcnt and take all reasonable mcasures to prevent 
further costs to the Conservancy. The Conscrvancy shall be responsiblc for an y reasonable and 
non-cancelable obligations incurred by the grantee in the perfonnance of this agreement prior to 
the date of the noti ce to terminate or suspend, but only up to the und isburscd balance of funding 
authorized in thi s agreement. Any notice suspcnding work under thi s agreement shall remain in 
e ffect until further written notice from the Conservancy authori zes work to resume. 

If the grantee fail s to complete the project as required, or fail s to fulfi ll any other obl igations of 
thi s agreement prior to the termination date, the gran lee shall be liable lo r immediate repaymcnt 
to the Conservancy of a ll amounts disbursed by the Conservancy under thi s agreement. The 
Conservancy may, at its sole di scretion, consider ex tenuat ing circumstances and not require 
repayment for work partia ll y completed. This paragraph shall not be deemed to limit any other 
remedies the Conscrvancy may have for breach of thi s agreemen t. 

Belore the projec t is complete, the grantee may terminate thi s agreement for an y reason by 
provid ing the Conscrvancy wi th seven days noti ce in writ ing and repay ing to the Conservancy all 
amounts disbursed by the Conscrvancy under thi s agreement. The Conservancy may, at its so le 
di scret ion, consider extenuating circumstances and allow early termi nation wi thout repayment 
for work part ially completed. 

The parties express ly agree to wa ive. re lease and reli nqui sh the recovery of any consequent ial 
damages that may arise out of the termination or suspension of thi s agreement under th is sec ti on. 
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EA I~LY T E RM INATION, SUSPENSION ANI) FAILURE TO I'ERFORM (Continued) 

The grantee shall incl ude in any agreement wi th any contractor retained fo r work under this 
agreement a provision that entitles Ihe grantee to suspend or termi nate the agreement with the 
cont ractor for any reason on written notice and on the same tenns and conditions specified in this 
sect ion. 

OPERATION ANI) MA INTENANCE 

The grantee shall usc, manage, ma intain and operate the project throughou t the term of th is 
agreement consistent wi th the purposes fo r which the Conservancy's grant was made. The 
grantee assumes all operation and maintenance costs of these fac ilities and structures; the 
Conservancy sha ll not be liable fo r any cost o f maintenance, management, or operation. The 
grantee may be excused from its obligations fo r operation and maintenance during the term of 
th is agreement on ly upon the written approval of the Executi ve Officer. 

For purposes of thi s agreement , "operat ion costs" include direct costs incurred for material and 
labor needed for operat ions, utilities, insurance, and similar expenses. "Maintenance costs" 
include ordi nary repairs and replacements of a recurring nal ure necessary to prolong the life of 
capital assets and basic structures, and the expenditu re of funds necessary to replace or 
reconstruc t capital assets or basic structures. 

MITIGATION 

Without the written permission of the Executi ve Officer, the grantee sha ll not use the project, or 
allow another to use the projec t, for mitigation (in other words, to compensate for ad verse 
changes to the environment elsewhere). In provid ing permiss ion, the Executive Officer may 
requi re that all funds generated in connection with any au thorized or allowable mitigation on the 
real property shall be remitted prompt ly to the Conservancy. As used in thi s sect ion, mitigation 
includes, but is not limi ted to, any use o f the prope rty in cOiUlect ion with the sal e, trade, transfer 
or othe r transac tion invo lving carbon sequestration credit or carbon mitigation. 

INSPECTION 

Throughout the term of this agreement, the Conse rvancy shall have the right to inspec t the 
project area to asce rta in compliance wi th thi s agreemen t. 
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INI)EM NIFICATION ANI) HOLI) HARMLESS 

The gran tee shall be responsible for, indemnify and ho ld harmless the Conservancy, its offi cers. 
agen ts, and employees from any and all liabilities, claims, demands, damages, or costs, 
including, without limitation, litigation costs and attorneys fees, resulting from or arising out of 
the willful or negligent acts or omiss ions of the gran tee. its office rs, agents, contractors, 
subcontractors, and employees, or in any way connec ted with or incident to this agreement, 
except for the active negligence of the Conservancy, it s officers, agen ts, or cmployees. The dut y 
of the grantee to indemnify and hold harmless includes the duty to de fend as provided in Civil 
Code section 2778. 

The grantee waives any and all rights to any type o f express or implied indemni ty or right of 
contri but ion from the State, its officers, agents, or employees, fo r any liabi li ty resulting from. 
growing out o f~ or in any way connected with or incident to thi s agreement. 

Nothing in this agreement is intended to create in the public or in any member of it rights as a 
third-party beneficiary under thi s agreement. 

The ob ligat ions in this " IN DEMNIFICATION AND HO LD HARMLESS" sect ion shall survive 
termination o f thi s agreement. 

INSURANCE 

The grantee shall procure and maintain insurance, as spec ified in thi s section , aga inst claims for 
inj LJrics to persons and damage to property that may ari se from or in connection with any 
ac ti vities of tile gran tee or its agents, representatives, employees, volun teers, or contractors 
associated with the project undertaken pursuant to thi s agrecmcnt. As an alternati ve , with the 
written ap proval of the Executive Officer, the grantee may sati sfy the coverage requirement in 
whole or in part through: (a) its contractors' procurement and mai ntenance of insurance for 
work under thi s agreement. if the coverage otherwise full y satisfies the requi rements of this 
section; or (b) the gran tee 's participation in a "risk managemcnt" plan, se l f insurance program or 
insurance pooling arrangement, or any combination of these, if consistent with the coverage 
required by thi s sect ion. The grantee shall maintain properl y insurance, if req uired below, 
throughout the te rm of this agreement. Any requi red errors and om issions liability insurance 
sha ll be maintained from the effective date through two calendar years after the completion date. 
The grantee shall maintain all other required insurance from the effec ti ve date th rough the 
complc tion date. 

I. Minimum Scope of Insurance. Coverage shall be at least as broad as: 

a. Insurance Services Office (" ISO") Commcrcial Genera l Liability coverage, occurrcnce 
basis (Form CG 00 0 I) or comparable. 
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INSU RANCE (Cont inued) 

b. Automobile Liabi lity coverage: ISO Form Number CA 000 1, Code 1 (any auto). 

c. Workers' Compensation insurance as required by the Labor Code of the State of 
Cal ifornia. 

2. Minimum Limits of Insurance. The grantee shall maintain coverage limits no less than: 

a. General Liability: 
(Including operations, products and 
complefed operafions. as applicable) 

b. Automobile Liability: 

$2,000,000 per occurrence for bodily injury, 
personal injury and property damage. If 
Commercial General Liability Insurance or other 
fonn with a gene ral aggregate limit is used , either 
the general aggregate li mit shall apply separate ly 
to the act ivities under thi s agreement, or the 
general aggregate limit shall be twice the requi red 
occurrence limit. 

$ 1,000,000 per acc ident for bodily injury and 
property damage. 

3. Deduct ibles and Self- Insured Retentions. Any deductibles or se lf-insured retentions must be 
declared to and approved by the Executive Office r. 

4. Required Provisions Concerning the Conservancy and the State of California. 

a. Each insurance policy required by this section shall be endorsed to state that coverage 
shall not be canceled by either part y, except after thirt y days ' prior written notice by first 
class mail has been given to the Conservancy; or in the event of cancell ation of coverage 
due to nonpayment , after ten days prior wri tten notice to the Conservancy. The grantee 
shall notify the Conservancy within two days of receipt of notice that any required 
insurance po licy will lapse or be cancelled. AI least ten days before an insurance policy 
held by the grantee lapses or is cancell ed , the grantee sha ll provide the Conservancy with 
ev idence of' renewal or replacement of the policy. 

b. The grantee hereby grants to the Slale of California, its o ffi cers, agents , employees, and 
vo lunteers, a waive r of any right to subrogation which any insurer orthe grantee may 
acqu ire against the State of Californ ia, its officers, agents, employees. and volunteers , by 
virtue of the payment orany loss under such insurance. Grantee agrees to obtain any 
endorsement that may be necessary to effect this waiver of subrogation, but this provi sion 
applies regardless of whether or not the grantee has received a waiver of subrogation 
endorsement from the insurer. 
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INSU RANCE (Continued) 

c. The genera l liabi lity and automobile liab ili ty policies are to contain, or be endorsed to 
contain, the following provisions: 

(i) The State of Ca li fomi a, its officers, agents, employees, and voluntccrs are to be 
covered as additional insureds with respect to liabi lity arising out of au tomobiles 
owned, leased, hired or borrowed by or on behal f of the gran tee; and with respect 10 

liabi lit y ari sing oul of work or operat ions, inc luding completed operations, performed 
by or on behalf or the granlee including materials, parts or equipment furni shed in 
conncction with the work or operations. 

(i i) For any claims re lated to th is agreemen t, the grantee's insurance coverage sha ll be 
primary insurance as respects the State of Ca li fornia, its officers, agents and 
employees, and not excess to any insurance or self-i nsurance of the State of 
Californ ia . 

(i ii)The limi ts of the additiona l insured coverage shall equal the limits of the named 
insured coverage regardless of whether the li mits of the named insurance coverage 
exceed those limits required by thi s agreement. 

5. Acceptabili ty of Insurers. Insurance shall be placed wi th insurers admitted to transac t 
business in the State of Cali fornia and having a current Best's rat ing of " B+: V II " or better or, 
in the alternative, acceptab le to the Conservancy and approved in writing by the Execu tive 
Officer. 

6. Verificat ion of Coverage. The grantee sha ll furnish the Conservancy wi th original 
certificates and amendatory endorsements, or copies of the appl icable policy language, 
effecting coverage required by this clause. All certificates and endorsements are to be 
received and approved by the Executive Officer before work commences. The Conservancy 
may requi re, at any time. complete, ce rtified copies of all req ui red insurance po licies, 
includi ng endorsements affect ing the coverage. 

7. Contractors. The grantee shall include all contractors as insureds lmder it s policies or shall 
require each contractor to provide and maintain coverage consistent with the requirements of 
thi s section. To the ex tent general ly available, gran lee shall also requ ire each professional 
contractor to provide and maintain Errors and Omissions Liability insurance appropriate to 
the contractor's profession and in a reasonab le amollnt in light o f the nature of the project. 

8. Premiums and Assessments. The Conservancy is not responsib le for premiums and 
assessments on any insurance pol icy. 
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AUDITS/ACCOUNTING/RECORDS 

The grantee shall maintain financial accounts, documents, and reco rds (collective ly, "records") 
rel at ing to th is agreement, in accordance with the guideli nes of"Generally Accepted Accounting 
Principles" ("'GAA P") pub li shed by the American Institute of Certified Pub lic Accountants. The 
records sha ll include, wi thout limitation, ev idence sumcicnt to renect properly the amount , 
receipt, deposit , and disbursemcnt of all funds re lated to the implementation of the project, and 
the usc, management , operation and maintenance of the real property. Time and effort reports 
arc also requ ired. The grantee shall maintain adeq uate supporting records in a manner that 
permits tracing from the request for di sbursement forms to the accounting records and to the 
supporting documen tation. 

Addit ionally, the Conservancy or its agents may rev iew, obtain, and copy all records relating to 
performance of the agreement. The grantee shall provide the Conservancy or its agents wi th any 
rclevant information requested and sha ll permit the Conservancy or its age nts access to the 
grantce 's premises upon reasonable notice, during nomla l business hours, to interv iew 
employees and inspect and copy books, records, account s, and other material that may be 
relevant to a matter under investigation for the purpose of determining compli ance with th is 
agrcement and any app li cable laws and regulations. 

The gran tee shall retain the required records for a min imum o f three years fo llowing the later of 
final disbursement by the Conservancy, and the fi nal year to which the part icular records penain, 
The records shall be subject to exam ination and aud it by the Conservancy and the Bureau of 
State Audits during the retention periods. 

[f the grantee retains any contractors to accompli sh any of the work of Ihis agreement, the 
grantee sha ll first enter into an agreement with each contractor requiring the contractor to meet 
the terms of this section and to make the terms app li cable to all subcon tractors. 

The Conservancy may disallow all or pari of tile cost of any activ ity or ac ti on that it determines 
to be not in compliance with the requi rements of this agreemen t. 

COM I'UTER SOFTWARE 

Thc grantee certifies that it has instit uted and wi ll cmploy systems and contro ls appropri ate to 
ensure that , in the performance of thi s agreement , slate funds will not be used fo r the acquisition. 
operation or maintenance of computer software in violation of copyright laws. 
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NONDISCRIM INA TlON 

During the performance of this agreement, the grantee and its contractors shall not deny the 
agreement 's benefits to any person on the basis of race, religious creed, color, national origin , 
ancestry, physical disability, mental disability, medical condition, genetic information, marital 
status , sex, gender, gender identity, gender expression, age, sexual orientation, or military and 
veteran status, nor shall they discriminate unlawfully against any employee or applicant for 
employment because o f race, religious creed, color, national origin, ancestry, physical disability , 
mental disability, medical condition, genetic information, marital status, sex, gender, gender 
identity, gender express ion, age, sexual orientation, or mili tary and veteran status. The grantee 
shall insure that the evaluation and treatment of employees and applicants for employment are 
free of such discrimination. The grantee and contractors shall comply with the provisions orthe 
Fai r Employment and Housing Act (Gov. Code § 12900 et seq.), the regulations promulgated 
thereunder (Ca l. Code Regs., tit. 2, § 11000 et seq.), the provisions of Article 9.5 , Chapter I. Pari 
I, Division 3, Title 2 orthe Government Code (Gov. Code §§11135·1 11 39.5), and the 
regulations or standards ado pted by the Conservancy to implement such article. The grantee 
shall permit access by representatives of the Department of Fair Employment and I-lousing and 
the Conservancy upon reasonable notice at any time during the normal business hours, but in no 
case less than 24 hours ' notice , to such of its books, records , accounts , and all other sources of 
informat ion and its faci li ties as said Department or the Conservancy shall require to ascertain 
compliance with thi s clause. The grantee and its contractors shall give written notice of their 
ob ligations under this clause to labor organizations with which they have a collective bargaining 
or other agreement. (See Cal. Code Regs., tit. 2, § I I I 05.) 

The grantee shall include the nondiscrimination and compliance provisions of thi s clause in all 
contracts to perform work under this agreement. 

PREVAILING WAGE 

Work done under this grant agreement rna b sub ·ect to the revailin 1 \Va Je and other related 
requirements of the California Labor Code, Di vision 2, Pari 7, Chapter 1, sections 1720·18 1. 
Irremlired bX law to do so, the &rantee shall p-a x...p-r,r:vaili ng~'age to al l pe!sons emp'!"£'y..:d in ~~ 
perfonnance _of any I?,art of the project and otherwise comply with all associated requirements 
;ncrobligat ions. 

The grantee shall rev iew applicable statutory provisions and the regulations adopted under the 
provis ions and the information available on the Department of Industrial Relations webs ite 
(http://www.dir.ca.gov/Public·Works/Publ icWorks.htm l) to determine it s responsibilities. The 
grantee may also review tbe Conservancy publication, Informat ion on Current Status of 
Prevai ling Wage Laws for State Coastal Conservancy Grantees (March 20 15) , available from the 
Conservancy on request, for additional information. 
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INDEPENDENT CAPACITY 

The grantee, and the agents and employees of grantee, in the performance of this agreement, 
shall act in an independent capacity and not as officers or employees or agen ts of the State of 
Calilornia. 

ASSIGNMENT 

Without the written consent of the Executive Officer, the grantee may not assign this agreement 
in whole or in part. 

TIMELINESS 

Time is of the essence in thi s agreement. 

Ji:XECUTlVE OFFICER'S J)ESIGNEE 

The Executi ve Officer shall designate a Conservancy project manager who sha ll have authorit y 
to act on behalfofthe Execut ive Officer with respect to this agreement. The Executi ve OfJicer 
shall not ify the grantee of the designation in writing. 

AMENJ)MENT 

Except as expressly provided in thi s agreement, no changes in thi s agreement shall be valid 
unless made in writing and signed by the parties to the agreement. No oral understanding or 
agreement not incorporated in thi s agreement shall be binding on any of the parties. 

LOCUS 

Thi s agreement is deemed to be entered into in the County or Alameda. 
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COASTAL CONSERVANCY 

Staff Recommendation 
April 27. 20 17 

URBAN FORESTRY AND HABITAT RESTORATION AT DEBS PARK 

Projec t No. 16-050-0 I 
Project Manager: Sam Jenniches 

RECOMMENDED ACT10N: A uthorizat ion to disburse up to $300,000 10 North East Trees to 
prepare fina l des igns and implement an urban forestry and habitat restorat ion project at Ern est E. 
Debs Regional Park in Los Angeles County. 

LOCATION: Ernest E. Debs Regional Park, City of Los Angles, Los Angeles Cou nty 

PROGRAM CATEGORY: Integrated Coasta l and Marine Resource Protection 

EXHIBITS 

Exhibit I: Project Maps 

Exhibit 2: Project Photos 

Exhibit 3: Project Letters 

RESOLUTION AND FINDINGS; 

StalTrccomrnends that the State Coastal Conservancy ad opt the fol lowing resolution pursuant to 
Section 3 1220 o r the Public Resources Code: 

·'The State Coastal Conservancy hereby authorizes the di sb ursement of up to three hundred 
thousand dollars ($300.000) to North East Trees to prepare final designs and implement an urban · 
forestry and habitat restorati on project at Ernest E. Debs Regional Park in Los Angeles County, 
subject to the fol lowing condition: 

I. Prior to the di sbursement of funds, the grantee sha ll subm it for the rev iew and written 
approval of the Conservancy's Executi ve Officer a work program, including budget and 
schedule ; any contractors to be retained for project work; a written agreement with the City 
of Los Angeles authorizing the grantee to implement and maintain the project; a plan for 
installat ion of sign age acknowledging Consc rvancy funding; and documentation that all 
funds needed to complete the project ha ve been secured . 

Staff fu rther recommends that th e Conservancy adopt the following findings: 

'·Based on the accompanying slaffreporl and attached cxhibi ts, the State Coasta l Conservancy 
hereby finds that: 
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URBAN FORESTRY AND HAJJITAT RESTORATION AT DEBS PARK 

I. The proposed authori zati on is consistent with Chapter 5.5 o f Di vis ion 2 [ ar lhc Publ ic 
Resources Code , rega rding integrated coastal and marine resources protect ion. 

2. The proposed project is consistent with the cu rrent Conservan cy Project Selecti on Criteria 
and Guidelines. 

3. No rth East Trees is a nonprofit organization existing under secti on 50 1 (e)(3) orthe U.S. 
Internal Revenue Code, and whose purposes arc consistent with Div ision 21 orthe Public 
Resources Code ." 

PROJECT SUMMARY: 

Staff reco mmends that Ihe Conse rvancy authorize d isbursement of up to $300,000 to North East 
Trees (NET) to prepare final designs and implement an urban forestry and habital resto ration 
projec t ("project") at Ernest E. Debs Reg ional Park (Debs Park ) in the city of Los Angeles. 

The project consists of preparation of final designs ; permitting li ght corrective grading; in vasive 
plant removal; plant ing o f nati ve trees and plant s; propagation of native, vernal poo l ecosystem 
plants; inSlaliaiion o f topog raphy that assists water infiltration; and installation of temporary low
now irrigation systems for plant establi shment. NET wi ll work with local at ri sk youth at all 
s tages of implementat io n. The project will restore 4.5 acres in the southeastern end of the 282-
acre Debs Park , which is adjacent to Rose Hill Park and the Montecito He ights nei ghborhood . 
NET is working with the C ity of Los Ange les Depart ment of Parks and Recreation to address the 
long-te rm maintenance of the project. After establi shing a pre-implementation baseline, NET 
will monito r the e fTect ive ness of the project with respect to prevention o f so il erosion, 
storm wa ter quality, carbon sequ estrati on and any changes in park visi to r use. 

Due to pro longed drought and an increasingly greater number of heat days, vegetation at the park 
is showing signs of stress . Non-native trees and vegetal ion are exhibit ing greater d istress with 
signs of di sease, and in many cases, tree loss. In vasive/exotic species such as tree of heaven are 
runnin g rampant and are taking over large areas of the park . Evidence indicates that the lack of 
rainfall , warmer temperatures associated with cl im ate change and factors stich as poo r air quality 
are contributing to the decline of va rio liS tree species. Eucalyptus and non-native pine, which arc 
vu lnerable to allack from insect pests. are in particular decline. As these trees continue to 
decline, it is imperutive to replace them with native trees and plants that have adapted 10 loca l 
conditions. It is essential to increase tree canopy cover and native understory plants in the vast 
bare nreas of the park, and optimize opportunitie s to resto re the park 's natural habitat. 

The communitie s surrounding Dcbs Park represent some orthe 111 0s1 vu ln erab le populations in 
terms of resil ience to climate chan ge . The Social Vulnerability Index for Ce nsus Tracts in 
Ca lifornia id entifies over 98% of the surrounding nreas as tree less; over 64% of the land cover as 
impervio us; ove r 68% of the popu lati on as low income; over 45% with no high sc hoo l diploma; 
over 41 % foreign born; ove r 11 % over the age of 65 yrs and living alone; over 66% of the youth 
as be ing obese or overwe ight ; nnd over 95% of the populati on as being of color or non-white . 

Debs Park is the largest accessible open natural gree n space in the area for tens ofthousnnds of 
residents within th e surrounding communities. These re sident s typi cally do nOI have the means 
o r the capacity to ve nture from their loca l neighborh oods in order to visit man y of the 
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recreat ional o pport unities and ope n spaces al ong th e coast or in the mo untains OfSo lllhern 
Califo rnia . Mem bers oflh is population have rare ly, ifever, becn\o the beac h or to th e nearby 
nat io nal fo rests. Debs Park represents the only site w ithin Ih is largely deve loped, highly· 
urbani zed area thaI can prov ide the opportunit y to meaningfully sequester carbon , miti gate the 
urban heat is land effect, combat ai r and water po llut io n, and reduce the effects ofG HG 
e mi ssions whi lst helpin g to prepare the commun ity for th e im pacts of cl imate change. 

North East Trees (N ET) is a 501 (c)(3) non- pro fit community-based organ izati on. Since 1989, 
N ET has been resto rin g nature 's servi ces th rougholltthe reso urce challenged co mm uniti es of the 
g reater Los A nge les area by planting trees and constructing parks, trail s and greenways . The ir 
key o bjec ti ve is to invo lve, hire an d tra in loca l at- ri sk youth prov id ing them w ith skil ls an d a 
path to hig ber edu cati on and j obs in the green industry, and to in crease community in vo lvement 
and awareness a bout environm ental challcn ges whi le bring ing nature back into th e high ly 
urban ized environme nt o f Los A nge les . Thro ughout its hi story, NET has reg ularl y co lla borated 
with the City of Los Ange les to implement urban fore stry and low impact develo pment projects 
and ha s been a key partner in working to furt her th e Mi ll ion Trees Los Ange les program as we ll 
as o ther green in frastructure projects endorsed by the c ity o f Los Ange les. 

Site Description: The project area is at the southern end o f Debs Park and is bordered to the 
east, south and west by d isad vantaged co mmuniti es in the Montec ito He ights ne ighborhood o f 
Los An ge les. It is adj acent to Rose I-l ill Park , whi ch o lTe rs acti ve recreation o pportun ities. The 
projec t area has few nati ve trees, with extensive presence o f no n-nat ive grasses in the understory, 
which ra ise fire risk. A sta irwel l lead s to improvised trai ls. 

Debs Park is a reg ional pa rk o perated and managed by the C ity o f Los Angeles Department o f 
Recreation and Parks. This hi lly, 282-acre natural wilderness expanse rema ins mostl y in a 
natura l state with trai ls that weave throughout the s ite. The few improved pi cnic areas are 
po pular s it es to r those ho ldin g famil y out ings and community eve nts. Vegetat io n at th e park 
in c ludes na·ti ve Calilo rnia Wa lnut (Ju glans cal ifo rnica) and Ca liforni a oak woodland s habitats 
that prov ide nati ve and mi gratory birds some o f the la st natu ral arroyo woodl and s exi ste nt in 
So uthern Ca lifo rnia . The park is a lso home to vast expanses o f non-nativ e trees such as 
e uca lyptus, p ine, and tree o fheave ll. Large expanses o f the so uth and so uth western reg ion o f tile 
park, which in c ludes the project area, remain barren and overrun wit h non-nat ive grasses, and are 
therefore denud ed and prone to fi re and e ros ion. Due to th e conti nued drought situatio n and 
greater number o f heat days, vegetati on at the pa rk is showin g sig ns o f stress. Non-n ati ve trees 
and vege tati on are exhibiting g reater di stress with signs o f di sease, and in many cases, the trees 
and pl ants are dy ing. 

Projec t H istory: The Urban Fo restry and Habitat Resto rati on at Debs Park project was 
subm itted to Ihe Conserva ncy by North East Trees as part of lhe Conservan cy's Proposi ti on 
Ro und 4 so li c itatio n in spring o f 20 16. 

I'ROJ ECT FINANCING 

COl, st.tl Conserva ncy 

Ongoin g Fo undatio n suppo rt 

Projec t Tota l 
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URBAN FORESTRY AND HABITAT RESTORATION AT DEBS PARK 

The expected source of funding for this authorization is the fiscal year 2016/ 17 appropriation to 
the Conservancy from the "Waler Quality, Supply, and infrastructure Improvement Act 01'2014" 
(Proposition 1, Di vision 26.7 or lhe Water Code § 79700 et seq.). Funds appropriated to the 
Conservancy derive from Chapter 6 (commencing with Section 79730) and may be used "for 
multi-benefit watcr quality, watcr supply, and watershed protection and restoration projects lor 
the watersheds orthe state" (Sect ion 7973 1). Section 79732(a) identifies the spec ifi c purposes of 
Chapler 6, of wh ich the fo ll owing penain to this project: implement watershed adaptation 
projects in order t<? reduce the impacts afc limate change on Calirornia's communitics and 
ecosystems (subsection (a)(2»; protect and restore coasta I watersheds (subsection (a)( I 0»; and 
reduce pollution or contaminat ion of rivers and streams, and protect or restore natura l system 
runctions that contr ibute to water suppl y, water quality, or flood management (subsection 
(a)(II». 

The proposed project was se lected through the fourth-round competitive grant process under the 
Conservancy's Proposifion 1 Grant Program Guidelines adopted in June 20 15 (see § 79706(a» . 
The proposed project meets each of the evaluation criteri a in the Proposition I Guidelines as 
described in further detai l in this "Project Financing" section, the "Project Summary" section and 
in the "Consistency with Conservancy 's Project Select ion Criteria & Guidelines" section of this 
report. 

CONSISTENCY WITH CONSERVANCY'S ENABLING LEGISLATION: 

The proposed project would be undertaken pursuant to Section 3111 3 orChapter 3 of the of the 
Conservancy's enabling legislation, Division 21 of the Pu blic Resources Code, regarding 
impacts of cl imate change, and pursuant to Chapter 5.5 of Division 21 (Section 31220), 
regarding coastal and marine resource protection. 

Section 3 1113 authorizes the Conservancy to award grants to publ ic agencies and nonprofit 
organ izat ions for projects to address the potential impacts of climate change. Pursuant to this 
authorization, the Conservancy may provide grants ror projects that reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions. Consistcnt with this section. the proposed project will assist in "reducing greenhouse 
gas emissions" by implementing an urban greening project that will contribute to carbon 
sequestration. 

Section 3 1220(a) permits the Conservancy to provide grants for coasta l watershed and cO<lstal 
water quality projects , provided that such projccts meet one or more of the objectives detailed in 
3 1220(b). Subsect ions ( I) and (7) of Section 3 I 220(b) specifically authorize projects that reduce 
contam ination or waters within the coastal zone and that reduce the impact of population and 
economic pressures on coasta l and marine resources. The proposed project will improve habitat 
and water quality in the upper L.A. Ri ver watershed, thereby improving water quality of coastal 
waters and reduc in g the impacts of dense population along the Los Angeles coast. 

As also required by Section 3 I 220(a), Conservancy staff has consulted with the State Water 
Resources Control Board in the development of the project or grant to ensure consistency with 
Chapter 3 (commencing with Section 30915) of Division 20.4 orthe Public Resources Code. In 
addition, consistent with Section 31220(c) the plan produced under the proposed project will 
include a monitoring and evaluat ion component and is consistent with regional. local or State 
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watershed management and water quality plans o r programs, as described in th e "Consistency 
wit h Loca l Watershed Management Plan/Stale Water Quality Con1ro l Plan" section. be low. 

CONSISTENCY WITH CONSEIlVANCY'S 2013 STRATEGIC PLA N 
GOAL(S) & OBJECTlVE(S), AS REVISED J UNE 25, 2015: 

Cons istent w ith Goal 5, Objective SD of the Conservancy's 20 13-2018 Strateg ic Plan, the 
proposed project will enhance the Los Angeles River watershed. 

Cons iste nt with Goal 5, Objective 5G or the Conservancy's 20 13-20 18 Strategic Pl an, the 
proposed project will improve waler qua lity to bene lit coasta l and ocean resources. 

CONSISTENCY WITH CONSEIlVANCY'S 
PROJECT SELECTION CIlITERIA & GUIDELINES: 

The proposed project is cons istent with th e Conservan cy ' s Project Selection Criteria and 
Guide li nes, last updated on October 2, 20 I 4, in the following respects: 

Required Criteria 

I. Promotion of the Conscn'ancy ' s statutory programs and purposes: Sec Ih e "Consistency 
with Conservancy ' s Enabl in g Legislation" sect ion above. 

2 . C onsistcncy with purposes of the funding source: See the "Projeet Financing" sect ion 
above. 

3. Promotion a nd implementation of slate plans and policies: 

a. Callforn ia @ 50 Million: The Environmental Goals and Policy Report (G overnor 's 
Ollice of Planning and Research, 2013 Draft) . The proposed project w ill promote the 
following goa ls: Preserve and Steward Slale Lallds and Nmural Resources - 3. Build 
resilience in flaluml .Iystellls. The proposed projec t wi ll build resilience by restorin g 
native habitat which wi ll pro vide important carbon seq uestrati on capac ity while also 
providing the state's native resident and migratory species necessary habita\. 

b. CA ClimaTe Adaptation Srraregy: Safeguarding California (Ca lifornia Department of 
Fi sh and Wildlife, 20 10). The proposed project will serve to implement priority 
action s o f thi s Strategy under the headin g ""Biodiversity and Habi tat; En ergy; Public 
Health and Waler", s ince it w il l assi st in: improving habitat connectivity ; supporting 
envi ron mental stewa rdsh ip across sectors by promoting nature-based sol ut io ns for 
adapt ing to climate ri sks; and create and maintain partnerships that support 
b iodi versity conservation and promote public educat io n and outreac h. 

c. Erne!>"! E. Debs Regional Park Fmmework Plan (C ity of Los Angeles Department o f 
Rec reatio n and Parks. 2000) The proposed project will direc tl y implemen t several 
st ated goa ls of the plan includ ing (i) Giving park Vi.l·iTors all urban wilderness 
experience by enhanCing al1d restoring natural cOlllfllunities such as wa/l1l1t 
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woodland. coastal sage scrllb, and grasslands. (Ii) Creating a safe and harlllOl1iolls 
environment for all park visitors. (iii) Providing/or Ihe edl/calional and recrealional 
need~' oflhe communi fY while protecting wildlife habilal by encollraging appropriate 
(le/ivif ies in undeveloped areas oflhe park. (iv) Fosleriltg posifive r.ecrealiona/ 
opportllnities Iha/will disco urage and elilllinale destructive park aelivilies. (v) 
Encouraging, expanding and actively seeking cO/lllllllnily involvelllenl in rhe 
development (lnd implementarion of park prograll/s 10 promole com11lunity lie.I', 
personal ownership, and stewardship. 

4. Support of the public: 

This project is supported by the Office or City Cou ncil Dist ri ct I of the C ity of Los Angeles. 
the Office of Super visori <II District I for the County of Los Angeles, the C ity of Los Angeles 
Department of Recreation and Parks, the Ernest E. Debs Park Adv isory Boa rd, the Arroyo 
Seco Foundation (AS F), th e Friends of lhe Los Ange les Ri ver (FoLAR), the Hi ghland P<lrk 
Neighborhood Co unc il , Audubon Center at Debs Park , and the Arroyo Seeo Neig hborh ood 
Council. 

5. Location: The project is located within Ernest E. De bs Regional Park in the city of Los 
Angeles <lnd will improve water qual ity in the Los Angeles Rive r system. 

6. Need: Without Conservancy rund ing, the project would be inde finitel y de layed unti l 
a lternative fundin g cou ld be ident ified . 

7. Greater-limn-local interest: Debs Park provides critical regional habitat connectivity and 
publi c access for di sadvantaged communities. It is a regional destination for birdwatching. 
outdoor edu cat ion and hik ing. 

8. Sealevel rise vulnerability: At an elevation ormore than 600' , the project is not vulnerable 
to sea-l evel ri se . 

Additional Criteria 

9. Resolution of more than one issue: Implementati on of lhe Project will reduce fire risk, 
improve habitat, reduce runoff, miti gate for the urban heat-is land effect. and create v<lluable 
habitat. 

10. Leverage: See the " Project Financing" section above. 

II . Readiness : North East Trees is prepared to beg in the project in June of20 17. 

12. Return to Conservancy: See the "Project Financ ing" section above. 

13. Coopenttion : North East Trees wil l co llaborate with the C ity of Los Ange les and loca l at
ri sk yo uth on the implementation of the project. 

14. Vulnerability from climate change impacts other than sea levl'l rise: The projec l is 
designed to red uce the vulnerability of the project s ite 10 c limate change . Restoration 10 

native, dro ught tolerant plants will reduce fire risk, seq uester carbon, and reduce maintenance 
and water needs . 

15. Millimizlltioll of greenhouse gas emissions: The project is designed 10 create a net 
greenhouse gas emiss ion benefit. The project will prioritize manua l work and lim it 
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construction machinery. The benefit assoc iated with Ihe habitat restoration will be greater 
than the greenhouse gas em issions assoc iated with implementation. 

CONSISTENCY WITH LOCAL WATERSHED MANAGEMENT PLANI 
STATE WATER QUALITY CONTROL PLAN: 

The Integ rated Regional Water Management Upper Los Ange les River Sub-regional Plan 
(lRWMP) app li es to the project site. The projec t meels three orthe five objecti ves orthe 
I R WM P: I) improv ing water quality; 2) enhancing habitat ; and 3) enhancing open space and 
recreation. The project also benefits a fOllrth objective , improving water supply, through the 
utilization of native and drought tolerant plant material s. The proposed project will promote the 
goa ls or the I R WMP by assistin g in creming a morc efficient use of storrnwater, protecting and 
improving water qll<llity, and promoting envi ronmental stewardship. 

COMPLIANCE WITH CEQA: 

The proposed projcct is categori ca lly exe mpt from review under the Ca li fornia Environmental 
Quality Act pursuant to 14 Ca lifornia Code of Regulati ons Sec ti on 15333, whi ch exempts habitat 
restoration projects that: (a) do not exceed live acre s in size, (b) do not crea te a significant 
adverse impact on endange red, rare or threatened species or their habitat pursuant to section 
15065, (c) arc not located where there are hazardous materials that may be di sturbed or rem oved 
.and (d) will not result in impacts that are significant when viewed in connection with the efTects 
of past projects, the effects o f other current projects, and the e ffects o f probable future projects. 
The proposed project wi ll restore habitat for plants and wildlife in Debs Park through removal of 
in vasive plants and planting of nati ve plan ts. The project meets each o f the criteria o f Section 
15333. Accordingly, the project is exempt from CEQA. Upon approval. sta ff will file a Notice of 
Exemption for thi s project. 
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