
INFORMATIONAL BOARD REPORT 
 

CITY OF LOS ANGELES 
DEPARTMENT OF RECREATION AND PARKS 

 
November 03, 2022 

 
TO: BOARD OF RECREATION AND PARK COMMISSIONERS 
 
FROM: JIMMY KIM, General Manager 
 
SUBJECT: VARIOUS COMMUNICATIONS 
 
The following communications addressed to the Board have been received by the Board Office, 
and the action taken thereon is presented. 
 
From Action Taken 

1) Carol Green comments regarding 
Griffith Park Pony Ride 

#9054bvi 
Referred to General Manager 

   

2) Erica Freed comments regarding 
Griffith Park Pony Ride 

#9054bvj 
Referred to General Manager 

   

3) Sue Bena comments regarding 
Griffith Park Pony Ride 

#9054bvk 
Referred to General Manager 

   

4) Joan Klengler comments regarding 
Griffith Park Pony Ride 

#9054bvl 
Referred to General Manager 

   

5) Jennifer Massey comments 
regarding 

 Bocce players 
#9102c 

Referred to General Manager 

   

6) Lisa Gaines comments regarding 
Westchester Senior Center 

#9136aar 
Referred to General Manager 

   

7) Debra Huston comments regarding 
Westchester Park 

#9136aas 
Referred to General Manager 

   

8) Tim Campbell comments regarding 
Westchester Park 

#9136aat 
Referred to General Manager 

   

9) Paula Gerez  comments regarding 
Westchester Park 

#9136aau 
Referred to General Manager 

   

10) Laura Ceballos comments 
regarding Oakwood Park 

#9150t 
Referred to General Manager 

   



 

 
11) Marcy Valley comments regarding 
Rancho Clubhouse 

#9178a 
Referred to General Manager 

   

12) Judy Diamond comments regarding 
Dearborn Park 

#9179b 
Referred to General Manager 

   

13) Judy Diamond comments regarding 
Dearborn Park 

#9179c 
Referred to General Manager 

   

14) Community Impact Statement-
Reseda Neighborhood Council-Jamie 
York comments regarding Jesse 
Owens Mini Park in Lake Balboa 

#9179d 

Referred to General Manager 

   

15) Eric Drachman comments 
regarding Bill Rosendahl Del Rey Park-
Glen All Dog Park 

#9181f 
Referred to General Manager 

   

16) Miss Jackson comments regarding 
E.G. Roberts Pool 

#9209a 
Referred to General Manager 

   

17) Benni Harding comments regarding 
Grand Hope Park 

#9211 
Referred to General Manager 

   

18) Mauro Garcia comments regarding 
Sycamore Grove Park 

#9212 
Referred to General Manager 

   

19) Community Impact Statement-
Northridge East Neighborhood Council 
Glenn Bailey comments regarding 
Dearborn Park 

#9213 

Referred to General Manager 

   

20) Carly Saiz comments regarding 
Van Alden Park 

#9214 
Referred to General Manager 

   

21) Myrka Martinez comments 
regarding  Jim & Rita Ciccarelli Bocce 
Ball Court 

#9215 
Referred to General Manager 

   

Prepared by Carolyn Shannon-Joyner, RAP Commission Office 
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Griffith Park Pony Rides
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Mon, Oct 17, 2022 at 7:49 AM
To: carol green >

Good morning, 

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Sun, Oct 16, 2022 at 5:26 PM carol green < > wrote: 

The Board of Commissioners must step up to the plate and help to stop these fanatics. More
arrests? More of a presence? Something must be done before something bad happens. These are
fanatics that will not control themselves. It's up to you to stop this insanity. 

Carol Green
Burbank CA

--  
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

VC No. 9054bvi

http://www.laparks.org/
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Griffith Park Pony Rides
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Mon, Oct 17, 2022 at 7:49 AM
To: Erica Freed < >

Good morning, 

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Sun, Oct 16, 2022 at 7:04 PM Erica Freed <  wrote: 
To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing in support of the Griffith Park Pony Rides as an area resident, equestrian and animal
lover. While extreme opinions about animal welfare and wellbeing will always exist, I feel strongly
that some basic education about horses and ponies should be made available to all concerned.
Far from wanting to protect some elitist "equestrian lifestyle", I know how rare and how
meaningful the opportunities for childrens' early encounters with horses can be. Besides being
an essential part of the history of mankind, horses are an important part of our local history, and
the history of film and television. Unfortunately with no first-hand knowledge of horses, many
people form their impressions based on film, tv and literary caricatures - any horse in a harness
is suffering a la Black Beauty, happy horses run and neigh constantly like The Black Stallion. 

I would propose distributing something like the following.

Erica Freed
Atwater Village

Horses and Ponies

Horses and Ponies like knowing everything is alright. As prey animals, their primary concerns are food and safety.
They like the comfort of a herd or group, and like having leaders to protect them and alert them to any danger.
Because of these traits, they become our willing partners.

Horses and Ponies o�en rest and relax with their heads low and their necks long.  It does not mean they are
unhappy or exhausted.

Horses and Ponies will o�en choose to stand in the rain, sun, wind or cold rather than use a shelter provided to
them. Unlike us, they are designed to tolerate some varia�ons in weather.

Older Horses and Ponies who are not in regular athle�c work may look slightly bony. Like us, they show their age.
Also like us, they are subject to metabolic issues and crippling diseases when overweight. Walking and carrying a
�ny child is not athle�c work for an equine.

Horses and Ponies do not like sudden movements, waving signs, yelling or other disrup�ons to their regular
rou�ne. They do not like people around them to be upset or angry. THEY DO NOT LIKE BEING AROUND ANGRY
PEOPLE. As herd animals, they are sensi�ve to any changes in their environment.

VC No. 9054bvj
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For many children and families, pony rides are a first accessible experience with these beau�ful and generous
animals – helping ins�ll a lifelong love and respect for all of our animal companions.
 
Signs of Abuse or Neglect –
Long, curled, overgrown hooves that are painful to walk on.
Not ge�ng regular food and water.
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

--  
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

http://www.laparks.org/
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Griffith Park Pony Rides.
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Wed, Oct 19, 2022 at 7:50 AM
To: Sue Bena < >

Good morning, 

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Tue, Oct 18, 2022 at 8:26 PM Sue Bena > wrote: 

Hello,

I want to voice my support for the on-going operation of the Griffith Park Pony Rides.  I went to the rides as a child in
the early 1950’s.  I even ended up buying one of their ponies in the mid 1950’s.  I know many children do not have the
opportunity to have a pony or horse of their own.  This ride gives the children a chance at riding a pony.  Where else
could they do that in Los Angeles?  The attacks that the rides have suffered in the last months are terrible.  I know
some things have been done, but more needs to be done to protect one of the few joyful experiences left for the
children.  The violence expressed by these “activists” is truly frightening.  I am attaching a picture of myself on my pony,
Copper, that I had in the 1950’s.  He was a Welsh pony and was too big and too active for the rides.  I had years of fun
riding and caring for him!

Sue Benavidez

--  
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

VC No. 9054bvk
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Griffith Park Pony Rides
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Mon, Oct 24, 2022 at 8:51 AM
To: Joan Klengler < >

Good morning, 

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Sat, Oct 22, 2022 at 8:54 AM Joan Klengler < > wrote: 
Dear RAP Commissioners:

The outrageous lies and acts of violence against the Griffith Park Pony Rides by extremist animal rights groups must
stop.

There must be some action that can be taken to keep them away from the pony rides where they harass and threaten
employees and members of the public who are simply trying to enjoy some peace and pleasure the way we all have
done for many decades.

There is no place for violent protests by people who simply do not have any knowledge of horses or the situation that
they are protesting against.

Perhaps it is necessary to station security personnel at the rides and allow only legitimate customers to enter the area.

If these people are allowed to continue to  harass employees and customers, at some point, ,there will be an ugly
incident.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

Joan Klengler
horse rider, horse owner for many decades and a local resident of the Glendale Rancho

--  
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Photo of Alcohol Use by Bocce Players last night
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Thu, Oct 20, 2022 at 2:42 PM
To: Jennifer Massey >
Cc: Sonya Young-Jimenez <sonya.young-jimenez@lacity.org>, Jasmine Dowlatshahi <jasmine.dowl@lacity.org>, Kevin
Behrendt < >, Sue Pascoe <

Good morning, 

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Thu, Oct 20, 2022 at 2:04 PM Jennifer Massey < > wrote: 
Dear Sonya, 
As happens constantly, there was late night bocce playing (players use the lights shining from the maintenance yard)
and a great deal of drinking. These were the cans in the park trash and a photo of the playing.  

Sent from my iPhone

--  
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

VC No. 9102c

http://www.laparks.org/
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: FURTHER VIOLATION OF ADA PARKING AT THE WESTCHESTER SENIOR
CENTER
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Thu, Oct 20, 2022 at 7:46 AM
To: Lisa GAINES >
Cc: noah.fleishman@lacity.org, Angela Kaufman <dopey93601@aol.com>, mychal.lynch@lacity.org, leslie.richter@lacity.org,
Jimmy Kim <jimmy.kim@lacity.org>

Good morning, 

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Wed, Oct 19, 2022 at 4:22 PM Lisa GAINES < > wrote: 
Well if you want this to be a Department of Justice case, you may get your wish. 

I believed that you, in good faith, would clear out the non ADA vehicles and the crap from the ADA parking at the
Senior Center.  I believed that when you acknowledged clear Title II violations, and others, that you would immediately
remedy the situation so that the vulnerable seniors can access the senior center.  Instead, by your lack of action, the
number of non-ADA vehicles have grown from 2 to 4.  I was there 2 hours ago and took another picture. I even saw the
police talking to the RV in the end ADA spot and then drove away.   

I called the “designated homeless parking lot person” Noah Fleishman 3 times and got ZERO replies.  I emailed Noah
Fleishman 2 times plus today, and received ZERO response.  

Noah:  you have not done your job removing and keeping removed non-ADA vehicles in ADA spots. 

Noah:  you have not done what you promised to the Westchester Neighborhood Council by answering anyone’s
questions and call. 

Noah:  you have failed to protect the disabled.  Shame on you. 

Leslie, Mychal, Jimmy:  You have failed the “protected class” by not verifying that the disabled can park without
homeless people close to them and in ADA spots.

Leslie, Mychal, Jimmy:  You continue to fail the disabled by not following through with your duty to ensure the park is
safe and usable to everyone. 

You people are the epitome of discrimination against the elderly, disabled and frail. 

I DEMAND CLEARANCE OF ALL NON-ADA VEHICLES IMMEDIATELY AND THE AREA SWEPT CLEAN OF DEBRIS
TODAY and a picture of the corrective action sent to me to verify. 

I shouldn’t have to do this for the protected class.  This infuriates me to no end.  DO YOUR JOBS.

If you would like to calmly discuss this, I welcome any return email or phone call at  

VC No. 9136aar
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Huge blow to Westchester Park users and potential waste of city money and
resources
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Mon, Oct 24, 2022 at 8:51 AM
To: Debra Huston < >
Cc: Yolanda Chavez <yolanda.chavez@lacity.org>, Patricia Huber <patty.huber@lacity.org>, Brian Buchner
<brian.buchner@lacity.org>, tony.royster@lacity.org, Connie LLanos <connie.llanos@lacity.org>, John Szabo
<jszabo@lapl.org>, Paula Gerez < >, "cris b. liban" < >, Howard Wong
<howard.wong@lacity.org>, Steven Embrich <30993@lapd.online>, Sophia Castaneda <35080@lapd.online>, Brian Hale
<brian.hale@lacity.org>, Edwin Gipson <edwin.gipson@lacity.org>, Jimmy Kim <jimmy.kim@lacity.org>, "Crouch, Angie
(NBCUniversal)" < >, "Klemack, John (NBCUniversal)" < >, Rina Nakano
Nakano < >, , c  Jamie Paige
< >, Sue Pascoe < >, "Villegas, Catalina"
< >, Alexandra Reynolds < >, kristin ziebarth < >,
Julie Zaller  Tim Campbell <

Good morning, 

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Sat, Oct 22, 2022 at 7:10 AM Debra Huston <  wrote: 
Good morning, all,

Over the past two weeks and maybe longer, LASAN and Environmental Services have expended a substantial amount
of time and city resources in cleaning the municipal lot at Westchester Park  and public safety in that lot. LASAN
conducted two comprehensive cleanings and many spot cleanings in the lot. LADOT has towed many RVs and other
vehicles used as dwellings from the lot by LADOT, and many have left the lot voluntarily. LAPD has deployed many
officers to the lot to restore public safety and presumably to protect LASAN, Environmental Services, LADOT, and GSD
employees while they do their work. GSD has installed posts for swing gates. On Wednesday, GSD installed the signs
giving notice of the curfew. The posts for swing gates have been installed by GSD at the three entrances/exits of the
municipal lot, and the gates were to be installed as well. The plan was that LAPD would ensure there are no vehicle
dwellers when the lot is closed for the evening and lock the gates. 

This week, our President of the Neighborhood Council of Westchester-Playa Del Rey was informed that there
would be a four-week delay in getting the swing gates installed because they are on backorder or not available. 

Since then, various members of our community have received information from multiple trusted and reliable
sources that the swing gates for the municipal lot are sitting in the GSD yard, they have already been painted,
and GSD employees have received instructions not to install the gates for four weeks.

We have also done research, and we have found there is no shortage of swing gates in Los Angeles. These
gates can be readily purchased in Los Angeles.

Without the gates installed and locked at night for the next month, all progress that has been made in the last
several weeks will be lost. The RVs and other vehicles used as dwellings that left the lot are parked on streets
right in front of Mr. Bonin's office on Manchester Avenue and on the streets surrounding the Otis Art Institute
immediately west of the park. During the daytime, many of them return to the municipal lot, and some have not
yet left the municipal lot. Enforcement cannot begin or be effective until the gates are installed. 

This presents several problems:

There is insufficient parking space for park users now that the ballfields are open. The ballfields are being
heavily used and the users fill the lots by the swimming pool, and they also fill the lot by the tennis courts. This leaves

VC No. 9136aas
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insufficient parking for the tennis players, and there have been many have complained about having nowhere to park.
Lincoln Ave is a seven lane portion of Highway 1 with high-speed traffic and no street parking. The streets on the other
side of Lincoln are occupied by RVs and other vehicles used as dwellings. Manchester Ave, the only other street that
bounds the park, is a busy four-lane boulevard. Manchester is occupied by RVs used as dwellings. It is not safe for
families and youth to cross either of these streets for parking, and especially not after it is dark. 
 
The return of the vehicle dwellers to the municipal lot will present a danger to senior citizen users, library
users, tennis players, youth athletes who use the ballfields, and all other users of the park. We have informed
you about the danger presented to children and adults using the tennis courts, such as a homeless man walking onto
the courts and slapping a tennis player in the face, homeless men exposing themselves on and around the tennis
courts, a homeless man speaking in vulgar language to five-year-old girls taking tennis lessons one day and 12-year-
old girls taking tennis lessons another day, incidents of homeless men hanging around the courts for an entire day and
exposing themselves, a homeless man igniting a tree contiguous to the tennis courts and causing a large fire,
homeless men urinating on the tennis courts, and more.
 
The vehicle dwellers have also presented a danger to users of the senior center and the library. We have recently
obtained through a Public Records Act request filed with RAP 67 documents that include reports of recent incidents
involving homeless men in and around the senior center. As an example, a homeless man was hanging around the
senior center and urinating just outside the senior center building and stripped off his clothing in the presence of
seniors. A homeless man harassed a teacher of a class in the senior center. He became belligerent. A homeless man
was threatening to have his vicious dog attack another homeless man in the parking lot with a vicious dog when seniors
were very closeby. These homeless men lived in the municipal lot.  
 
An LAPD officer was attacked recently by a vicious dog owned by a man living in the municipal lot, and a CBS News
team was recently accosted by homeless men living in the municipal lot.
 
Since the municipal lot has been cleaned and cleared of most vehicle dwellers and order in the lot has been mostly
restored, the incidents have lessened and park users have been safer However, a delay in installation of the gates will
reverse all the progress that has been. As vehicle dwellers return to the lot, they will present the same danger they
presented previously. 
 
A four-week delay in installing the swing gates will result in a tremendous waste of city resources. Undoubtedly,
a substantial amount of city resources have been spent on cleaning the lot, clearing the lot of vehicle dwellers, and
restoring order and safety, If the gates are not installed and locked at night, the vehicle dwellers will take up residence
in the lot. The entire process of cleaning the lot, clearing the lot of vehicle dwellers, and restoring order and safety in
the lot will have to be repeated.  
 
A four-week delay in installing swing gates that are available and/or that could be readily purchased in Los
Angeles is bad PR for the city. Just in the last month and a half, there have been many prime time news pieces and
print pieces regarding the danger presented to park users as a result of the vehicle dwellings in the municipal lot. All
resources expended to date in cleaning and clearing the lot will have been wasted and the danger will return if the
gates are not installed promptly. Yet the gates are available. 
 
Here are some of those news pieces from this week alone:
 
https://www.westsidecurrent.com/news/westchester-residents-outraged-senior-center-forced-to-close-citing-safety-
concerns/article_635c1868-4b3f-11ed-bded-a750aec6120d.html?utm_source=westsidecurrent.com&utm_
campaign=%2Fnewsletter%2Foptimize%2Fweekly-best-of%2F%3F-dc%3D1665846011&utm_
medium=email&utm_content=headline 
 
https://www.westsidecurrent.com/news/westchester-senior-center-re-opens-with-limited-hours-park-calls-on-bonin-to-
enforce-41/article_ce41e20c-4ffe-11ed-b4e2-fffb33ae598b.html 
 
https://www.nbclosangeles.com/on-air/residents-seeing-progress-at-westchester-park/3011947/ 
 
https://www.cbsnews.com/losangeles/video/residents-protest-after-westchester-senior-center-partially-reopens/?
intcid=CNM-00-10abd1h 
 
https://www.telemundo52.com/fotosyvideos/exigen-seguridad-en-centro-para-adultos-en-westchester/2335167/
 
https://www.circlingthenews.com/westchester-senior-center-reopens-with-limited-hours-residents-rally-for-park/
 
Aside from the safety and parking issues, the series of delays is particularly frustrating for our community
because Westchester Park serves youth athletes from low socio-economic backgrounds, and youth of color
and has for decades. This park serves youth from surrounding communities as well, such as Inglewood and South

https://www.westsidecurrent.com/news/westchester-residents-outraged-senior-center-forced-to-close-citing-safety-concerns/article_635c1868-4b3f-11ed-bded-a750aec6120d.html?utm_source=westsidecurrent.com&utm_campaign=%2Fnewsletter%2Foptimize%2Fweekly-best-of%2F%3F-dc%3D1665846011&utm_medium=email&utm_content=headline
https://www.westsidecurrent.com/news/westchester-senior-center-re-opens-with-limited-hours-park-calls-on-bonin-to-enforce-41/article_ce41e20c-4ffe-11ed-b4e2-fffb33ae598b.html
https://www.nbclosangeles.com/on-air/residents-seeing-progress-at-westchester-park/3011947/
https://www.cbsnews.com/losangeles/video/residents-protest-after-westchester-senior-center-partially-reopens/?intcid=CNM-00-10abd1h
https://www.telemundo52.com/fotosyvideos/exigen-seguridad-en-centro-para-adultos-en-westchester/2335167/
https://www.circlingthenews.com/westchester-senior-center-reopens-with-limited-hours-residents-rally-for-park/
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Central. There is a shortage of lighted, multiplex ballfields in the city, and Westchester Park's lighted, multiplex ballfields
are fully renovated and they are the only such for miles around. The ballfields opened this month, and dozens of
permits to use the fields have been issued to youth leagues. The Rec Program at the park has started a flag football
league, which has been successful, and those programs also use the fields. Some youth leagues have found that they
cannot get permits because permits have already been issued and the fields are occupied. Seniors would like to return
to the senior center when it is safe to do so. The tennis facility is a busy one with eight lighted courts. The skate park
attracts youth from throughout Los Angeles. Our youth athletes, seniors, and all other users of the park need safety and
they need parking in the park. City library users need safety and parking spaces in the municipal lot, as this lot serves
the library. This delay on the installation of the swing gates is hampering the mission statement of RAP to serve youth
of color and from low socioeconomic backgrounds in a safe park environment. The Mission and the Vision of LA City
Parks, which are set forth in each RAP Board agenda, are as follows:
 
"MISSION - The Department of Recrea�on and Parks enhances the quality of life in Los Angeles by providing
a�rac�ve, safe and well-maintained parks with diverse opportuni�es to serve and enrich every community. 
 
"VISION - The Department of Recrea�on and Parks envisions an accessible, dynamic and sustainable park system for
all Los Angeles residents and visitors to play, enjoy and build community."
 
Based on information we have received, it does appear that the installation of these swing gates is being
intentionally held up. The story that the gates are on "backorder" appears to be false, as there are swing gates
readily available in Los Angeles. Our community and surrounding communities need safety and parking in the
park. Without the installation of the swing gates which can be locked at night, the park is not safe and the
parking is insufficient for park and library uses. 
 
For all of the foregoing reasons, we appeal to you as leaders of city departments to ensure that these gates are
promptly installed, whether the gates in the GSD yard are used or gates are purchased from a supplier in Los
Angeles. 
 
Please inform us at the earliest possible time as to when you can have these gates installed.
 
Thank you for everything you have done. 
 
Debra Huston 
 
 
 
 

--  
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

http://www.laparks.org/
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Huge blow to Westchester Park users and potential waste of city money and
resources
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Mon, Oct 24, 2022 at 8:56 AM
To: Tim Campbell < >
Cc: Debra Huston < >, Yolanda Chavez <yolanda.chavez@lacity.org>, Patricia Huber
<patty.huber@lacity.org>, Brian Buchner <brian.buchner@lacity.org>, tony.royster@lacity.org, Connie LLanos
<connie.llanos@lacity.org>, John Szabo <jszabo@lapl.org>, Paula Gerez < >, "cris b. liban"
< >, Howard Wong <howard.wong@lacity.org>, Steven Embrich <30993@lapd.online>, Sophia
Castaneda <35080@lapd.online>, Brian Hale <brian.hale@lacity.org>, Edwin Gipson <edwin.gipson@lacity.org>, Jimmy Kim
<jimmy.kim@lacity.org>, "Crouch, Angie (NBCUniversal)" >, "Klemack, John (NBCUniversal)"
<  Rina Nakano Nakano >, ,

, Jamie Paige >, Sue Pascoe < >,
"Villegas, Catalina" < >, Alexandra Reynolds < >, kristin ziebarth

>, Julie Zaller <

Good morning, 

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Sat, Oct 22, 2022 at 9:49 AM Tim Campbell < > wrote: 
Good Morning

To emphasize some of the points Ms. Huston made, speaking as a former municipal Public Works manager, nothing
makes a city look worse than doing something twice.  We've all heard of a city repaving a street, only to come back
months later to replace the water main, one again tearing up the street.  Its wasteful and tells the public a city can't
schedule simple projects in the correct sequence.  If the parking lot has to be cleared and cleaned again because RV's
return what kind of messages is the City sending its residents?

Installing parking lot gates isn't a major project.  If the City is having trouble finding them, I suggest doing a simple
Internet search for alternatives:  https://allsecurityequipment.com/collections/parking-systems

I realize there is a cost to installing the gates, but there will be an even higher cost for additional cleanings, law
enforcement and public safety response if the parking lot is not properly controlled and monitored soon.   As I've said in
previous emails to City officials, one of a public servant's highest duties is to use public assets properly and to their
highest use.  Allowing existing gates to languish in a storage yard does not meet that obligation.

Thank you

On Sat, Oct 22, 2022 at 7:10 AM Debra Huston <  wrote: 
Good morning, all,

Over the past two weeks and maybe longer, LASAN and Environmental Services have expended a substantial
amount of time and city resources in cleaning the municipal lot at Westchester Park  and public safety in that lot.
LASAN conducted two comprehensive cleanings and many spot cleanings in the lot. LADOT has towed many RVs
and other vehicles used as dwellings from the lot by LADOT, and many have left the lot voluntarily. LAPD has
deployed many officers to the lot to restore public safety and presumably to protect LASAN, Environmental Services,
LADOT, and GSD employees while they do their work. GSD has installed posts for swing gates. On Wednesday,
GSD installed the signs giving notice of the curfew. The posts for swing gates have been installed by GSD at the
three entrances/exits of the municipal lot, and the gates were to be installed as well. The plan was that LAPD would
ensure there are no vehicle dwellers when the lot is closed for the evening and lock the gates. 

VC No. 9136aat

https://allsecurityequipment.com/collections/parking-systems
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Huge blow to Westchester Park users and potential waste of city money and
resources
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Mon, Oct 24, 2022 at 8:54 AM
To: Paula Gerez < >
Cc: Yolanda Chavez <yolanda.chavez@lacity.org>, Patricia Huber <patty.huber@lacity.org>, Brian Buchner
<brian.buchner@lacity.org>, Debra Huston >, tony.royster@lacity.org, Connie LLanos
<connie.llanos@lacity.org>, John Szabo <jszabo@lapl.org>, "cris b. liban" < >, Howard Wong
<howard.wong@lacity.org>, Steven Embrich <30993@lapd.online>, Sophia Castaneda <35080@lapd.online>, Brian Hale
<brian.hale@lacity.org>, Edwin Gipson <edwin.gipson@lacity.org>, Jimmy Kim <jimmy.kim@lacity.org>, "Crouch, Angie
(NBCUniversal)" < >, "Klemack, John (NBCUniversal)" >, Rina Nakano
Nakano >, , ca , Jamie Paige
< >, Sue Pascoe < >, "Villegas, Catalina"
< >, Alexandra Reynolds < >, kristin ziebarth < >,
Julie Zaller >, Tim Campbell < >

Good morning, 

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Sat, Oct 22, 2022 at 9:05 AM Paula Gerez < > wrote: 
Greetings,

I implore the City Officials and GSD/CFD to work together expediting the gates for the municipal lot. 

I have personally witnessed and truly appreciate all of the time and resources from LAPD (extraordinarily precious
since they’ve had their budget slashed, but I digress) to restore equal and safe access for the disabled and the seniors
to the community resources that they rely on. As a City, we can’t let these expended resources, expenses and
volunteer hours to date be wasted. 

On June 20, 2022 GSD/CFD posted notice of a construction project with a construction start date of July 1, 2022; 125
days later, we’ve put up razor wire, taken down razor wire, installed additional chain-link, changed out doors, changed
out security systems, changed the locks, installed a new gate for the Municipal Building, boarded up glass, removed
trees, had dig alert out to mark underground utilities, drilled holes, and installed and painted posts in anticipation of the
gates.  Additionally, the gates are painted and in one of the GSD yards, however, we can’t get them installed for three
more weeks?   This just doesn’t make sense and will only create more stakeholder frustration, fueling safety concerns. 

I am hopeful that the newly painted gates will be scheduled and installed post haste. 

Respectfully, Paula

Paula Gerez
President, Neighborhood Council of Westchester Playa
Block Captain, Neighborhood Watch

Disclaimer and Privacy Statement: While I am a member of the Neighborhood Council of Westchester Playa, the
foregoing may not represent the ratified position or views of the NCWP. 

On Oct 22, 2022, at 7:10 AM, Debra Huston < > wrote: 

 
Good morning, all,

VC No. 9136aau 
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: RETRACT MOTION TO CHANGE Oakwood Park name
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Tue, Oct 25, 2022 at 8:57 AM
To: Laura Ceballos <
Cc: councilmember.krekorian@lacity.org, , , Kevin de Leon
< >, gilbert.cedillo@lacity.org, Councilmember Rodriguez <councilmember.rodriguez@lacity.org>,

, Jose Gonzalez < , Hector Garcia >, Darlene Rodriguez
< >, Raymond Delgado < >, ethics.commission@lacity.org, RAP Partnerships
<rap.partnerships@lacity.org>, RAP UHRC <rap.uhrc@lacity.org>, councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org,
councilmember.koretz@lacity.org, councilmember.harris-dawson@lacity.org, councilmember.price@lacity.org,
councilmember.buscaino@lacity.org, bob.blumfeld@lacity.org, councilmember.lee@lacity.org, contactCD4@lacity.org,

Good morning, 

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Mon, Oct 24, 2022 at 10:34 PM Laura Ceballos > wrote: 
         Hello President Krekorian,

My name is Laura Ceballos and I am a Community Organizer in Venice. 

I am writing about a matter that should be investigated, because the Venice Community believes there has been a
violation in policy and procedures. 

How does a Historical Park in Venice get approval for a name change in a matter of 2 months without community input?
All it took was 11 signatures from the black community to have the name change.

Oakwood Park is a Historical park in the Heart of Venice that both the brown and black community share deep roots to.

The name change was expedited and done in an unforthcoming manner without good governance. Policy and
procedures were not followed and a public hearing was omitted in the process. There was no input from the community. 

It is unethical to ostracize POC who have been marginalized and to create division within the brown and black
community. 

We have asked Council Member Mike Bonin to retract the motion and allow the community as a whole to decide
whether the park should be renamed. We have asked to meet with Council Member Bonin and have been ignored. He
continues to move forward without acknowledging the Venice Community.

Down below is a petition with over 1,000 signatures from the Venice Community opposing the name change and asking
that the LA City council retract the motion. 

We ask that you look into this matter and allow for transparency and accountability. Thank you. 

Laura Ceballos 
Community Organizer

https://www.change.org/p/protect-save-the-historical-oakwood-park-in-venice-from-a-major-name-change

VC No. 9150t
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10/25/22, 9:04 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: RETRACT MOTION TO CHANGE Oakwood Park name

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AO3mRRZENk1v7KU84qc14Ote6FuNgMacxJWVaaHK0qehlpzbPfXK/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&permt… 2/5

On Jun 23, 2022, at 11:06 AM, Laura Ceballos < > wrote: 
 

 
 
 
       Oakwood Park is a Historical Park that both the brown and black community have deep roots and
connection to. Why the name change now? Is this a power grab? Why create division?  Why start a race
war that will spread throughout the City of Los Angeles? 
 
Why not claim Oakwood Park as a Historical site that will preserve the brown and black history in the
Oakwood area? There is already Historic Cultural sites in Venice designated in the names of these
individuals. 
 
Oakwood Park is where we celebrate our annual Historical Venice Cinco de Mayo Parade & Festival,
Mexican Independence Day “ El Grito”, Venice Car Show, Venice Mexican American Traquero Monument
Fundraisers, Birthdays, celebrations of life, picnics, gatherings, etc. 
 
This is morally and ethically wrong. Any Leader that remains silent on this issue and allows this to move
forward is on the side of the oppressor. WE WILL NOT REMAIN SILENT. Discussions are always black
and white and the  brown community is ostracized from all racial equity discussions within the community.
Intentionally overlooking and excluding the brown community, erasure of the Chicano- Mexican American
history in the Oakwood area, dividing the community, does not put progress in bringing unity and peace
amongst people of color. 
 
Down below is the article of the June 2022 Venice Beachhead where we found out about the name
change. It also shows a strong message by the “Save Venice” group stating they are taking their power
back. Power grab? I say so. I question the intentions behind this group,  knowing their actions will cause
division and disharmony between the brown and black community. 
 
The brown community has been trying to designate a Chicano/A-Mexican American History month in the
City of Los Angeles for over a year now and no Councilmember on the LA City Council has been willing
to make a motion to approve our proposal. Our Leaders Dolores Huerta, Carlos Montes, and CA LULAC
have all endorsed the proposal and we still have not been heard. Our history is intentionally being erased
and no one is willing to take a stand. 
 
I suggest the leaders take action now and retract the motion for the Oakwood Park name change and
allow the Oakwood Park to remain the same. I also suggest that the proposal to designate a Chicano/A-
Mexican History Month in the City of LA be approved. 
 
Thank you.
 
Laura Ceballos 
Venice Community Organizer
Seguimos Adelante 
 
<image0.jpeg>
<image1.jpeg>
 
 
 
<CHICANO:A-MEXICAN AMERICAN HISTORY MONTH**.pdf>
 

On Jun 22, 2022, at 6:46 PM, Francisco Juarez < > wrote: 
 

 
"Oakwood community is home to a rich and unique history that must be preserved for
generations to come."
 
What part of this goal do you, Mr. Fleishman, escapes you?
 
Please be advised that the community will not tolerate any "divide and conquer"
shenanigans. 
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Families of Color that have populated the neighborhoods surrounding Oakwood Park for
several generations see through this "rush-to-name-a-park" tactic that is aimed to create
tension.
 
In fact, you, your lame-duck boss, and whomever gets elected to this City Council district
better realize that there is a deep-rooted Venice Neighborhood Unity, that does not include
public servants or so-called neighborhood councils. The power-of-the-people is alive and
well in Venice and knowledgeable of this misrepresentation. 
 
We strongly suggest you go back to your drawing board and re-notify ALL of the public
about this idea. Consider more names like Yniguez, Saenz. McCraw, Preciado but be open,
timely, and fair about how you do it.
 
FJ
 
On Wed, Jun 22, 2022 at 2:33 PM, Ruben Pacheco
< > wrote:

Hello Noah,
 
My name is Ruben Pacheco.  I am part of the Mexican American community in the
Oakwood Area of Venice.  My family have been stakeholders in Venice for nearly a
century living on San Juan  b/w Electric Ave. 5th and 6th, Sunset Ave, and Vernon Ave
amongst a few streets where my family own/owned homes.  I currently reside in the
house my Great grandfather acquired in 1957 on Brooks.  Generations of us grew up in
the Oakwood area of Venice and have played sports, learned crafts, and raised our
children at Oakwood Park.  However, throughout the years our history is being stripped
away, and in some cases become extinct by gentrification.  Changing the name of
Oakwood Park would be another action toward erasing our history and culture in
Venice.  Can't we honor these influential and notable African American figures in other
ways rather than changing the name of our sacred Oakwood Park?  The motion
mentions " The Oakwood community is home to a rich and unique history that must be
preserved for generations to come."  How are we preserving history by replacing the
name of Oakwood Park? I think changing the name would set new precedence between
African African and Mexican American relations initiated by your office, since
the Mexican American community was overlooked in this motion.  How many
community members would want this change?  Why hasn't the broader community
received any information about this motion?  What is being done to bring awareness to
the broader Oakwood community in regards to this significant issue? 
 
Sincerely,
Ruben Pacheco
 
On Tue, Jun 21, 2022 at 1:51 PM Laura Ceballos < > wrote: 

  Noah,
 
The Brown Community was excluded from the conversations and the Venice
Community was not informed. There is a huge problem. This is going to cause
disharmony between the black and brown community. The proper steps were not
taken to get this approved. SHAME ON YOU! All our murals and history has been
erased in the Venice. The Mexican Community has deep roots in the Oakwood Area
and now you are erasing all that we have left. 
 
Laura Ceballos
Community Organizer  

On Jun 21, 2022, at 1:12 PM, Noah Fleishman
<noah.fleishman@lacity.org> wrote: 
 

 
Laura,
 

mailto:noah.fleishman@lacity.org
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The motion requesting the City Dept. of Recreation and Parks (RAP) to
change the name of Oakwood Park was approved by the City Council a
little less than a month ago. This is the start of the renaming process,
not the end of it. 
 
As further background, RAP staff will be gathering biographical
information on Arthur Reese and Irving Tabor, then presenting the
renaming proposal to the community at a meeting that is TBD, then get
approval from the RAP Board of Commissioners Facility Repair and
Maintenance Taskforce, then get approval from the full Board of RAP
Commissioners. At each of the last three steps, there will be an
opportunity for the public to provide comments.
 
If this still doesn't answer your questions, please feel free to use THIS
LINK to schedule a call with me and I would be happy to talk with you
further.
 
I'm looking forward to hearing back from you, and I hope you have a
good rest of your week.
 
All the best,
Noah Fleishman
 
Noah Fleishman
District Director
Councilmember Mike Bonin 
City of Los Angeles
C: 213-776-2860 | www.11thdistrict.com
 
 
 
   | Sign Up for Mike's Email Updates
 
Download the City of Los Angeles MyLA311 app for smartphones! 
    
MyLA311 links Angelenos with the services and information they need to enjoy their city, beautify their 
community and stay connected with their local government. With MyLA311, City of Los Angeles 
information and services are just a few taps away.
 
 
On Tue, Jun 21, 2022 at 9:14 AM Laura Ceballos
< > wrote: 

Hi Noah,
Good Morning, thank you for responding. The matter is regarding the
Oakwood Park name change. My phone number is 509-833-8187.
Thank you.
 
Laura Ceballos
 

On Jun 21, 2022, at 9:10 AM, Noah Fleishman
<noah.fleishman@lacity.org> wrote: 
 

 
Hello Laura,
 
It is a pleasure to e-meet you.
 
Apologies that I was unable to call you last Friday, but I
hope that you had a nice weekend.
 
I am the Councilmember's new District Director, not the
new Venice Field Deputy, but I would be happy to help.
 

https://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2022/22-0290_misc_3-11-22.pdf
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/appointments/schedules/AcZssZ2Q2zsexVZrEqIBP-KJxOLSuLXfarExGPB5bxzes4LI5bIaf8JCTu1EcW5SLXeh6fkCl3CG5TlR
http://www.11thdistrict.com/
https://11thdistrict.com/newsletter-signup/
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.LA.MyLA311
mailto:noah.fleishman@lacity.org
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May you please let me know more about what the
important matter is that you'd like to discuss?
 
All the best,
Noah Fleishman
 
Noah Fleishman
District Director
Councilmember Mike Bonin 
City of Los Angeles
C: 213-776-2860 | www.11thdistrict.com
 
 
 
   | Sign Up for Mike's Email Updates
 
Download the City of Los Angeles MyLA311 app for smartphones! 
    
MyLA311 links Angelenos with the services and information they need to enjoy 
their city, beautify their community and stay connected with their local 
government. With MyLA311, City of Los Angeles information and services are 
just a few taps away.
 
 
On Fri, Jun 17, 2022 at 10:15 AM Laura Ceballos
< > wrote: 

Hello Noah, 
 
My name is Laura Ceballos and I am a Community
Organizer in Venice. Tristen informed me that you
are the new Venice Field Deputy. It is important that I
speak with you. Please call me at 509-833-8187. I
will be available until noon. Thank you.  
 
Laura Ceballos

--  
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

http://www.11thdistrict.com/
https://11thdistrict.com/newsletter-signup/
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.LA.MyLA311
http://www.laparks.org/
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Requesting update on status of Rancho Clubhouse Remodel
1 message

Rachel Ramos <rachel.ramos@lacity.org> Thu, Oct 27, 2022 at 12:01 PM
To: Marcy Valley < >
Cc: Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>, Gregory Plummer < >, Matthew
Rudnick <matthew.rudnick@lacity.org>, Stanley Woo <stanley.woo@lacity.org>, rick reinschmidt
<rick.reinschmidt@lacity.org>, Brenda Aguirre <brenda.aguirre@lacity.org>

Hi Marcy, 

Please see my responses to your questions below.

Thank you,

Rachel
_________________________________
Rachel Ramos
Concessions Manager
City of L.A. Dept. of Recreation and Parks
(213) 202-5659

On Wed, Oct 26, 2022 at 3:00 PM Marcy Valley < > wrote: 

Hi Rachel!

Wow! Real signs of progress, including a scheduled start and end date! The switch has been ordered!!

Some more questions:

Is any other approval needed after the RAP board approves the change in partners? No
How long will it take to finalize the board report? Is this more than a one-day effort? Not long, but the Board
Report must go through review and approval of a few RAP divisions. This also has no bearing on the pace or
timeline of the project.
When was the switch ordered? (I’m trying to figure out if your due date is based on the smaller or larger of the
time estimates.) It was ordered on 10/21/22.
Have all the funds required to remediate the so-far identified issues (asbestos, lead, electrical) been made
available by RAP? 

Could you please provide updates between Concessions Task Force meetings when there is something significant to
share?

Thanks,

Marcy

From: Rachel Ramos <rachel.ramos@lacity.org> 
Date: Wednesday, October 26, 2022 at 2:17 PM 
To: Marcy Valley < > 
Cc: Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>, Gregory Plummer
< >, Matthew Rudnick <matthew.rudnick@lacity.org>, Stanley
Woo <stanley.woo@lacity.org>, rick reinschmidt <rick.reinschmidt@lacity.org>, Brenda Aguirre
<brenda.aguirre@lacity.org> 
Subject: Re: Requesting update on status of Rancho Clubhouse Remodel

VC No. 9178a 

• 
• 

• 

• 

mailto:rachel.ramos@lacity.org
mailto:matthew.rudnick@lacity.org
mailto:rick.reinschmidt@lacity.org
mailto:brenda.aguirre@lacity.org
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Hi Marcy,

 

Thank you for your email. Please see my response to your questions in red below:

 

Why hasn’t the revised contract been presented to the RAP board? The contract is not
being revised at this time. A Board Report is being drafted to request approval of a
proposed change in the partners that comprise Tavern at Rancho Park, LLC. This item will
be going to the Board before the end of 2022. I wanted to fully vet the proposed change
before making a recommendation to the Board.

What can be done to accelerate the completion of the remaining issues? The Board
Report is being finalized.
Is vetting the finances of the principal partner still an issue, and if so, what needs to
be done to complete this, and what is the schedule for completion? The vetting
process is complete.

What are the current issues holding up start of or delaying construction? The delay is due
to the unavailability of required electrical switchgear equipment.

Has the electrical switch been ordered? If not, why not? If so, when is it due to be
delivered? Yes, it has been ordered and as I mentioned during the last Task Force
meeting there is a lead time of approximately 42-50 weeks, so it is estimated to arrive
by August 2023.
What specific tasks must be completed before construction is resumed (e.g.,
presenting revised contract to RAP board; vetting concession princial? The project
has been ongoing with design and revaluation tasks being performed by the new
contractor. On-site construction is scheduled to resume in February 2023.
What is the schedule for completing each task and who is responsible? PCL is the
general contractor who is overseeing the project under contract by Tavern at Rancho
Park, LLC.

Who is responsible for remediating each of the currently identified issues, such as
asbestos, lead, and the problems with the electrical system?  Tavern at Rancho Park, LLC
is responsible and RAP is providing support.

Have the funds been made available to remediate these problems?

Have any changes been made to the contract? If so, what? Not at this time.

When will these changes be presented to the RAP board for approval?
What additional approval is needed, and what is the schedule for obtaining this?

How soon will construction resume? February 2023
What is the current schedule for completion? September 2023

 

I will continue to provide updates at the Task Force meetings when there is anything new to
share. Thank you for your continued interest in this project.

 

Kind regards,

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 
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Rachel

_________________________________

Rachel Ramos

Concessions Manager

City of L.A. Dept. of Recreation and Parks

(213) 202-5659

 

 

On Wed, Oct 26, 2022 at 1:47 PM Marcy Valley > wrote:

Please see attached and copied below. The golfers at Rancho Park are requesting an update on the clubhouse
remodel before the end of October.

Sincerely,

Marcy Valley

Rancho Park Golf Course Representative

LA City Golf Advisory Committee

 

To

The RAP Board of Commissioners and

The Concessions Task Force

 

There hasn’t been a Concessions Task Force meeting since Aug 18, even though the completion of the Rancho
Park Golf Course clubhouse remodel should be an urgently important issue. Commissioner Chase said on Aug 18,
that letting golfers know about the timeline was crucial, yet we have heard nothing since mid Aug.

 

If there has been no progress, the RAP board and the Rancho golfer deserve to know why, and the RAP Board
needs to take responsibility for making sure that deadlines for progress are established and met.

 

Rachel Ramos said that the Concessions Task Force hoped to present the contract revisions to the RAP board in
Sept, yet it is now nearly the end of Oct and it hasn’t happened.

 

Please provide a full report on the status of the Rancho Park clubhouse remodeling project before the end of
October. The report should address the following subjects in detail:

Why hasn’t the revised contract been presented to the RAP board?

What can be done to accelerate the completion of the remaining issues?
Is vetting the finances of the principal partner still an issue, and if so, what needs to be done to
complete this, and what is the schedule for completion?

What are the current issues holding up start of or delaying construction?

• 

• 

0 

0 
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Has the electrical switch been ordered? If not, why not? If so, when is it due to be delivered?
What specific tasks must be completed before construction is resumed (e.g., presenting revised
contract to RAP board; vetting concession princial?
What is the schedule for completing each task and who is responsible?

Who is responsible for remediating each of the currently identified issues, such as asbestos, lead, and the
problems with the electrical system?

Have the funds been made available to remediate these problems?

Have any changes been made to the contract? If so, what?

When will these changes be presented to the RAP board for approval?
What additional approval is needed, and what is the schedule for obtaining this?

How soon will construction resume?
What is the current schedule for completion?

 

The golfers at Rancho are justifiably frustrated at the delays. It’s been more than 3 years since the contract was
approved by the RAP Board in July 2019. At that time the clubhouse restaurant was scheduled to reopen in May
2020. The restaurant and locker rooms closed in April 2021, more than a year ago. The construction fences around
the building were installed on December 16, 2021, nearly 2 ½ years after the contract was approved.

 

The city affiliated clubs at Rancho Park Golf Course support the rapid resumption and successful conclusion of the
clubhouse remodeling project. We are asking that the RAP Board and the Concessions Task Force commit to open,
timely, and detailed communications about the status of the remodel and any issues encountered during the
construction process.

 

 

Sincerely,

Marcy Valley

Rancho Park Golf Course Representative

LA City Golf Advisory Committee

 

• 

• 

• 
• 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Dearborn Park, Beer and BBQ on Nordhoff
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Mon, Oct 17, 2022 at 7:50 AM
To: Judy Diamond 
Cc: John Lee <councilmember.Lee@lacity.org>

Good morning, 

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Sat, Oct 15, 2022 at 11:16 AM Judy Diamond  wrote: 
Commissioners; 

This is the event I spoke about during your October 6, 2022 meeting. This is not a rare occurrence. I probably should
be relieved they brought their own bathroom, because I have witnessed party goers urinating on the walls of the school
across the street, as well as walls owned by near by neighbors.  

Thank you for your attention to this nightmare that has gone on for over Five years. 

Sent from my iPhone

--  
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

VC No. 9179b
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Dearborn Park-Unauthorized Vechicles
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Tue, Oct 18, 2022 at 2:42 PM
To: Judy Diamond <j
Cc: Glenn Bailey < >, John Lee <councilmember.Lee@lacity.org>, Greg Anna Francois
< >

Good afternoon, 

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Tue, Oct 18, 2022 at 12:42 PM Judy Diamond > wrote: 
Commissioners; 

Hopefully this email will once again bring to your attention this continuing issue at Dearborn Park. I have previously
brought to your attention the weekly occurrence of unauthorized vehicles in Dearborn Park.  
The truck in the picture has driven half the length of the park, coming through the driveway at Prairie/Dearborn Streets.
Please take a look at the attached picture, and the measurements. There are two outer stationary poles and a
removable center one. From the left pole to center is 91”(7’7”), from the center to the outer right pole is 88”(7’4”).  
My full size SUV( built on a truck chassis) is less than 88”, so any truck with oversized tires, could drive through without
hitting it’s mirrors on the posts.  
But the real problem lies between the post on the right and the telephone pole. The space is 11 feet(132”).  
If you enter the drive way at an angle, you can drive around the post on the right and back onto the sidewalk that runs
through the entire park.  
Putting a barrier there may deter some people but others with oversized tires will just jump the curb. 
This vehicle belonged to a private individual, not a vendor. But they also drive through the park. 
On my to the park, I stopped to speak with a park employee. We discussed the vehicles in the park, and he/she stated 
he/she has reported this numerous times, but is not authorized to do anything.  
I am concerned that this situation is well  known by park officials but they are unwilling to do anything about it. When
did safety of park patrons not become a priority?  

Thank you, Judy Diamond 

Sent from my iPhone

--  
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15

VC No. 9179c
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Community Impact Statement - Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Tue, Oct 18, 2022 at 8:34 AM
To: JamieY@resedacouncil.org
Cc: JamieY@resedacouncil.org

Good morning, 

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Mon, Oct 17, 2022 at 11:30 PM <Clerk.CIS@lacity.org> wrote: 
Your Community Impact Statement has been successfully submitted to Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners. 

If you have questions and/or concerns, please contact the Department of Neighborhood Empowerment at
NCSupport@lacity.org.  

******** This is an automated response, please DO NOT reply to this email. ******** 

Contact Information  
Neighborhood Council: Reseda Neighborhood Council  
Name: Jamie York  
Phone Number:  
Email: JamieY@resedacouncil.org  
The Board approved this CIS by a vote of: Yea(7) Nay(0) Abstain(1) Ineligible(0) Recusal(0) 
Date of NC Board Action: 10/17/2022  
Type of NC Board Action: For  

Impact Information  
Date: 10/17/2022  
Update to a Previous Input: No  
Directed To: Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners  
Council File Number:  
Agenda Date: 10/17/2022  
Item Number: X.C.  
Summary: The Reseda Neighborhood Council writes to you regarding Jesse Owens Mini Park, located at 7100 White
Oak in support of the Reseda community and our neighboring constituents in Lake Balboa. As a neighborhood of
volunteers, they worked diligently for two and a half years to secure more than $1m in funding to improve our park.
Their goal was to create a safe place for our community, not to mention a safe place for our city workers to serve. As a
team of neighborhood volunteers, they also secured permission from the Jesse Owens family to use his image, worked
with Lake Balboa Neighborhood Council (LBNC), LA City Council, Rec and Parks, and worked with RecWest to create
a beautiful, custom landscape structure. Please see attached file for our full statement in support of our neighbors in
Lake Balboa.  

--  
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15

VC No. 9179d 
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Dear Recreation and Parks Commissioners,

The Reseda Neighborhood Council writes to you regarding Jesse Owens Mini Park, located at
7100 White Oak in support of the Reseda community and our neighboring constituents in
Lake Balboa. As a neighborhood of volunteers, they worked diligently for two and a half years to
secure more than $1m in funding to improve our park. Their goal was to create a safe place for
our community, not to mention a safe place for our city workers to serve. As a team of
neighborhood volunteers, they also secured permission from the Jesse Owens family to use his
image, worked with Lake Balboa Neighborhood Council (LBNC), LA City Council, Rec and Parks,
and worked with RecWest to create a beautiful, custom landscape structure.

Here is the Approved RFP for your reference:
https://www.laparks.org/sites/default/files/pdf/commissioner/2022/jun16/22-152.pdf
 
RecWest has completed its work, but now the brand-new playground sits behind chain-link
fencing because Los Angeles Rec and Parks cannot complete their end of the agreement
detailed in the RFP. The longer this park remains incomplete and unusable with construction
fencing and boarded-up restrooms, the longer it continues to be an unsafe environment for
our neighborhood. This park is not safe, and not accessible (which is one of RAP's stated
goals). This park has been sitting abandoned by RAP for more than two weeks. This is not
acceptable.

https://www.laparks.org/sites/default/files/pdf/commissioner/2022/jun16/22-152.pdf


They have been working with Wayne Neal at Rec & Parks for more than two years. He provided
them with a completion date for the project in a meeting he attended with LBNC. The District
Office and LBNC secured a permit from the City Clerk to have a Grand Opening event on
October 29, 2022 (They originally had an earlier date planned but did push it later per the
request of the former City Council President as she intended on being present).

Their LBNC rep has now been told by Rec and Park that they must cancel their event because
they can no longer finish the work promised and have refused to provide them with a new
completion date. They will not cancel this event. This is a community event where we all will
use the park space as neighbors.

The Reseda Neighborhood Council are asking Rec & Parks to do the following prior to October
29, 2022:

1. Pour Concrete and place picnic tables that are sitting behind construction fencing.
2. Repair the leaking, boarded-up restrooms and unlock them (even though RFP details

much more work). These have been locked for about 2 years.
3. Remove construction fencing and replace it with required permanent playground

fencing.
4. Remove the heavy equipment stored at the park.
5. Remove the unlocked, un-serviced porta-potty stored inside the construction fence.
6. Repair all irrigation holes - several are unmarked and are an immediate danger to our

neighbors.
7. RAP present (as agreed) on October 29 and allow community use of the outlet in the

building from 11am-2pm.

There is much more work (including lighting and walkways) detailed in the RFP, but this is a
minimum of what the community requires to be done before October 29, 2022.

We look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,

Reseda Neighborhood Council
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: BILL ROSENDAHL DEL REY PARK (Glen Alla large dog park update)
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Thu, Oct 20, 2022 at 7:47 AM
To: Eric Drachman < >
Cc: RAP.PublicInfo@lacity.org

Good morning, 

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Wed, Oct 19, 2022 at 6:04 PM Eric Drachman < > wrote: 
Hello again –

I am re-sending this email because I got no response other than to inform me that my email was being forwarded to the
Commissioners. 

On the task force meeting a couple of weeks ago, there was some discussion about – and criticism of – the lack of
communication with the community. In fact, the posted method for us to communicate was incorrect (the Project Info
email). The gentleman (whose name I forget)  who was discussing the project status said that really the best way to
communicate would be the RAP.PublicInfo@lacity.org email address that I used above. That one also yielded no
response. 

To make matters worse, the Task Force meeting for tomorrow has been cancelled. I was hoping to clarify the issue (as
below) in that meeting. 

Rather than reading my previous message, below, I will try to clarify and elaborate here... 

1) First of all, during the October 6th FACILITY REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE COMMISSION TASK FORCE meeting,
we were told that the project for the Bill Rosendahl Del Rey Park project would be discussed at the 9:30
commissioners’ meeting. I attended that. There was no discussion. They merely stated that they had requested money
for the project. The project, being a much larger project which involves fixes to several areas in the park. There was no
mention of the large dog park. There were no comments made by the commissioners and no opportunity for the public
to add a comment at that point, so it’s not clear to me what the next step is. When will that be approved and what are
they planning with the dog park?

2) The fellow who spoke during the task force meeting made one mistake, as I see it. Or perhaps I misunderstood and
you could clarify. He explained that there was an original project (maybe the building of the park originally?) which was
completed. Then there was a later “fix” to repair the plumbing. He explained that that was why they said the project was
completed as they were just referring to the plumbing project. What was missed was that it was a working park before
the plumbing “fix” started. After they fixed the plumbing, they actually started to do MORE! They leveled some ground,
brought in piles of gravel and materials that I think were  to use to secure artificial turf to the perimeter. That would have
been a welcome additional project, but to say that leaving the park in that state - an unfinished project, fenced off and
non-functioning, with tools sitting around and piles of gravel and trash cans and temporary fences, constitutes a
completed plumbing project is incorrect. Honestly, it makes me think that the managers simply have not visited the site
and do not know what was done and how the park was left. Could we simply arrange a site meeting, where a manager
comes by and explains to me, or others in our dog park community what the plan is, or how its current state constitutes
a completed project? I’m sure you can see how much effort I am making to get a clear response from anyone who
might know what is happening. It is very frustrating - and probably annoying for you to keep hearing from me.  I think a
little clarity would go a long way for everyone! :)

Thank you so much for reading this. 

I will look forward to hearing back. 

VC No. 9181f
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Best, 
 
Eric Drachman 
 
 
 
> This is Eric Drachman. I’ve been contacting you about the Glen Alla large dog park. 
>  
> I attended the FACILITY REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE COMMISSION TASK FORCE meeting yesterday and spoke
at the public comment, but I missed an important point which I would like to add… 
>  
> First of all, I attended the Commissioner’s meeting after, where they were supposed to discuss the money requested
to complete that project, but it was not discussed. They merely stated that they had requested money for the project.
There was no comment and no opportunity to add a comment at that point, so it’s not clear to me what the next step is.
When will that be approved and what are they planning with the dog park? 
>  
> The point I missed when I spoke on the task force meeting… 
>  
> It was explained that there was an original project which was completed and then a later “fix” to repair the plumbing. It
was a working park before the “fix” started. Then they repaired the plumbing, but started to do MORE! They brought in
piles of gravel and materials (I think) to use to secure artificial turf. That would have been a welcome additional project,
but to say that leaving it in that state - an unfinished project, with tools sitting around and piles of gravel and trash cans
and temporary fences constitutes a completed plumbing project is incorrect. 
>  
> Can I get an update on what should happen next? 
>  
> Thanks for your help with this! 
>  
> Eric Drachman 

--  
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

http://www.laparks.org/
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: E.G. Roberts Pool - Lack of Management and Major Concerns
1 message

Brenda Aguirre <brenda.aguirre@lacity.org> Fri, Oct 14, 2022 at 10:08 AM
To: Miss Jackson < >
Cc: Kelly Caldwell <kelly.caldwell@lacity.org>, Belinda Jackson <belinda.jackson@lacity.org>, Jimmy Kim
<jimmy.kim@lacity.org>, "andre.brent@lacity.org" <andre.brent@lacity.org>, leon.aguilar@lacity.org,
"maha.yateem@lacity.org" <maha.yateem@lacity.org>, "rap.commissioners@lacity.org" <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>,
"serapia.kim@lacity.org" <serapia.kim@lacity.org>

Good Morning Miss Jackson,

Maha is still with aquatics but is assigned to other locations for the season.  Yes, the org chart you listed is correct for EG
Roberts Pool. Please let me know when you wish to go to the pool and we can leave a swim pass for you for this day.

 h  h

Brenda D Aguirre
Superintendent of Recreation and Parks Operations 

Citywide Aquatics and Emergency Management

 (323) 906-7953

3900 Chevy Chase Drive. Los Angeles, CA 90027 

www.laparks.org AND www.SwimLA.org

On Thu, 13 Oct 2022 at 19:52, Miss Jackson < > wrote: 
Thank you for your prompt response Brenda,  as you are making the effort to communicate.  Is Maha still present, and
if so what, in what capacity?  Please let me know if the following is your correct chain of command: 
_________________________________________________________________________

Jimmy Kim           Gen Mgr.   jimmy.kim@lacity.org  (who is his superior?)
Belinda Jackson   Asst. GM   belinda.jackson@lacity.org
Brenda Aguirre  Sup Int Parks & Rec.  brenda.aguirre@lacity.org 
Andre Brent  Principal Rec Supv     andre.brent@lacity.org
Kelly Caldwell  Dir/ EG Roberts Supv.  kelly.caldwell@lacity.org
Leon Aguilar  EG Roberts Mgr.  leon.aguilar@lacity.org

Kelly Caldwell needs to be made aware of the lack of management presently at the facility and should insure that
people are not being subjected to cultural appropriation or any profanity in music, that there is enough staff present
(giving people more hours, so that proper upkeep can occur), that the pool is being maintained and PH levels checked
prior to opening the doors in the am, that cleaning of  both the pool and the facility is actually occurring (something I
have not witnessed, since the departure of Elisabeth unless Keisha is working), and that rules set in place for the
facility are being followed by everyone including management.  In addition, the young staff member Kalvin, needs to be
addressed regarding his communication and tone, not only with pool attendees but other staff members also.  I believe
he reports to Leon, who's presence is little to nonexistent and his followup is all together null.  Kelly, please take the
time and read below so you can become thoroughly informed of the issues effecting the facility in which you supervise.

Note to you all: If there's a way to consolidate the signage, it would be in the best interest to consider adding to yearly
budget.  At present it is overwhelming and cluttered, thus nothing is being read, especially in an age where everyone
has a limited attention span.  Drought signage should also be written in Korean as to not exclude a large population

VC No. 9209a
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within the district.  Perhaps, have a small portable speaker available for aerobics class.  There was an
evening aerobics class being offered up until recently, which everyone was sad to see leave, perhaps table bringing
that back especially towards the spring/summer. 
 
The door should not take longer than end of year, and I will be looking forward to its installation. The shower curtain is a
temporary mend and I am not sure how it will be cleaned properly, when at present the curtain does not work.  I will
return to the pool next week with the hope of not being subjected to the same unprofessionalism.  Because my
workouts were disrupted from my last (2) visit, please compensate my entry on my next two.
 
Brenda, did you still need to do a call or has everything been addressed?  If so 10am - 2pm.  My number is below. 
 
 
Kind Regards,

jackson 

 
 
On Thursday, October 13, 2022, 06:24:33 PM PDT, Brenda Aguirre <brenda.aguirre@lacity.org> wrote:
 
 
Thank you Miss Jackson,
 
A temporary curtain has been installed to block view into the locker room. The carpentry shop is in the process of
replacing the door to the area but the curtains will remain u til the door is placed.
 
As mentioned in the email below Jimmy Kim is now the general manager. Mike Shull has retired. 
 
EG Robert’s Pool chain of command is noted here for your reference.
 
aquatic facility manager II Leon Aguilar has direct responsibility for this location. 
Aquatic Director Kelly Caldwell supervises Leon Aguilar
Principal Recreation Supervisor I Andre Brent supervises Kelly
I supervise Andre
My supervisor is Belinda Jackson, Assistant General Manager
Belinda is supervised by Jimmy Kim, General Manager.
 
All have been included in this email so you have the correct email addresses.
 
I will give you a call tomorrow, thank you again for raising the concerns.
 
With Gratitude 
Brenda 
 
On Thu, Oct 13, 2022 at 6:05 PM Miss Jackson < > wrote: 

Greetings Brenda, 
 
I do hope this note finds you happy and healthy!
 
If, and when my below listed concerns have been addressed, could you please make me aware, and not the other
way around.  For anyone to be unaware as to the missing door (for years now), there must be a lack in
management and proper communication. For management to come into the facility and replace many doors, but
not bother to place one protecting woman and children is just irresponsible.  This question should be answered by
persons managing the pool, and they're higher ups. Regarding our communication failures. As previously stated
the management in charge is non-responsive, and/or non-present and allowing for those left in charge to do as
they please, (i.e.: any outside clothing being worn in, no rinsing before entering the pool, no swim caps).
 
If you were not aware of my concerns till this email, then Kalvin and Leon have failed to communicate with their
proper chain of command, and reviewing of logs should be addressed. Though requested previously, you have
also failed to supply me with your superior information, thus, I will request again: Please provide me with the
names, titles, and emails of persons in order of command overseeing EG Roberts pool, this should include your
boss and Jimmy's. Also, is Mike Shull still part of the staff?  If so, please provide proper email?
 

mailto:brenda.aguirre@lacity.org
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You or a member of your staff should be inclined to take a good long look using various scenarios so you can be fully
be aware of the exposure of the woman and children in the dressing room area from the pool should anyone happen
to cross while door is opened.  I find it contradicting that you have  posted signs stating no changing in the restroom. 
I doubt you would want yourself or your children subjected to this exposure.   
 
I was sure to address all of my concerns with the managers at my disposal, Kalvin, Correy, and Omeca, .   If an
outsider is making you aware, there is a even bigger management concern that needs to be addressed, but I do
thank you for addressing now what has been brought to your attention.  As for a call, feel free to reach out, but
everything will be noted and sent via email to insure a paper trail.  Being I am not employed by the City of Los
Angeles, please be mindful of my time addressing concerns that have been overlooked by persons who do hold
positions. 
 
best,

jackson 

 
 
On Tuesday, October 11, 2022, 12:11:59 PM PDT, Brenda Aguirre <brenda.aguirre@lacity.org> wrote:
 
 
Thank you Jimmy for adding me again to this thread. 
 
Hello Miss Jackson,
 
I wanted to touch base with you to ensure that all of your concerns were addressed and also understand where the
communication failed. I was not aware of this issue until I received your email. However at this time additional
curtains are being procured to provide more adequate coverage for the locker rooms while the door is placed. At this
time I do not have a timeline for the door delivery but there will be a temporary solution in place until the door is
installed.  
 
Please let me know if you are available for a call. In the interim temporary measures are being mobilized to address
the concern. 
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Brenda D Aguirre
Superintendent of Recreation and Parks Operations 

Citywide Aquatics and Emergency Management

 (323) 906-7953

3900 Chevy Chase Drive. Los Angeles, CA 90027 

www.laparks.org AND www.SwimLA.org

 
 
 
 
 
On Tue, 11 Oct 2022 at 12:04, Jimmy Kim <jimmy.kim@lacity.org> wrote: 

Good Afternoon Miss Jackson,
 
I am now the General Manager for Recreation and Parks. I had understood that an issue related to the Swimming
Pool was being addressed but was not aware of the issues with the women's restroom.  +Brenda Aguirre will
ensure that this is addressed immediately and will investigate your other concerns.
 
Thank you SO much. 
 
On Tue, Oct 11, 2022 at 10:29 AM Miss Jackson < > wrote: 

Greetings Brenda, 
 

mailto:brenda.aguirre@lacity.org
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Thank you for your response and including your title.   Who is your superior?  Please provide me their contact as well as the
title and position of Jimmy along with  his head boss. I would prefer keeping all communications in writing as last year I
spoke with Maha over the phone, and with both Jimmy and Leon in person, informing them all of visibility of nudity.   This
is not a new issue, rather a neglected one.  
 
Assuming your staff keeps a log of day-to-day activities, and assuming at minimum a bi-yearly walk-
thru is being done by upper management to each facility, and with management on site and doing
their job properly, there would be no need of any investigation nor me having to send any emails.  
Being there is clear oversight occurring, concerns are being brought to the attention of those whom
are on the payroll. 
 
 
Please be kind and inform me of chain of command and to the resolve.  
 
Thank you  kindly,

jackson
 
 
----- Forwarded Message -----
From: Brenda Aguirre <brenda.aguirre@lacity.org>
To: 
Sent: Saturday, October 8, 2022, 08:46:19 AM PDT
Subject: Re: E.G. Roberts Pool - Lack of Management and Major Concerns
 
Thank you Jimmy.
 
Hello Miss Jackson,
 
Thank you for bringing this to my attention. We will immediately investigate this. Is the number listed on your
email the best contact number for you?
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Brenda D Aguirre
Superintendent of Recreation and Parks Operations 

Citywide Aquatics and Emergency Management

 (323) 906-7953

3900 Chevy Chase Drive. Los Angeles, CA 90027 

www.laparks.org AND www.SwimLA.org

 
 
 
 
 
On Fri, 7 Oct 2022 at 13:42, Jimmy Kim <jimmy.kim@lacity.org> wrote: 

Good Afternoon Miss Jackson,
 
I am adding Superintendent of Aquatic, Brenda Aguirre to ensure appropriate remediation occurs related to
restroom and investigation of your allegations. 
 
Thank you 
 
On Fri, Oct 7, 2022 at 12:34 PM Miss Jackson < > wrote: 

 
Attn: Sylvia Patsaouras and Lynn Alvarez, Madam president and Madam VP along with other those responsible for
overseeing E.G. Roberts Community Pool.
There are major concerns at the pool that need to be addressed immediately (see below).  
 
Exposure to Nude Woman in Locker Room

mailto:brenda.aguirre@lacity.org
https://twitter.com/lacityparks
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Since 2020 I have witness from the deep side of the pool the ability to see directly into the changing room as nude
bodies of woman and children pass by taking showers each time the door is opened from someone going in or having
the curtain tied back or opened by anyone passing thru.  The week of 9/19/22 while diving, I happen to see too much. 
I asked a few of the mature woman from the class if they could also see into the dressing room from their vantage
point, in which they agreed.  There was not a lot of activity previously in the am, but with the increase in patrons, the
door is being flung more frequently.  It shameful that as woman we are completely exposed to everyone using the
diving board and/or the male maintenance worker who are constantly present working on faulty equipment.
Alternatively, when I looked from the deep onto the men’s side, I was not able to see past the two doors. A second door
that is on not present subjecting the exposure of the various woman and children while traveling to shower.  Addressed
the issue initial to woman working front desk, then Kalvin interrupted speaking over me stating I was complaining. As
I told him its a major safety concern. 
 
 
Missing Door/ Shower Curtain for Woman’s changing room
Some morning I'd walk into the curtain still tied up from the night before as late as 8:00 am, along with the wet floor
sign that’s left in the way from the night prior or fallen down from persons brushing past.  The filthy stained shower
curtain that is being touched daily since Covid is a hazard and breading bacteria, as there is no way a fabric can be
sanitized with the number of persons touching it,  without it being replaced daily, and especially during an entire Covid
outbreak. 
 
Profanity and Explicit Lyrics on Loud speaker
Week of 9/19/22 , I arrived in the early morning to the cultural inappropriate "Nigga" word blaring repeatedly over the
speaker.  After a minute, I unplugged the entire speaker.  The lifeguards got upset, but I stated I should not have to be
subject to this horrible vibrational music so early in the morning.  The staff felt Rancheras was more appropriate for a
workout class. The following week, although I was told by the teacher in advance the playlist would remain p.g., I
would work out in the deep closest to a blaring and rattling speaker as it played Lil Waynes explicit lyrics from this
song Lil Wayne - Love Me ft. Drake, Future (Explicit) (Official Music Video).   Disgusted by the disturbance of
tranquility which we all appreciate early in the morning, along with the horrible PH balance of the pool, I did
not hesitate to get out and speak with management on duty Kalvin who brushed off my concerns with excuses of rec
play music was permitted. and since the student attending the class with a portable speaker was not present, they can
only use the loud speaker from the opposite end, thus it needed to be loud. And added they were checking the water. 
 
 
PH Balance of Pool
During the week of 9/28, there were (2) days in which I visited the pool, where the water taste like a mixture of salt
and urine.  In addition, there was much sediment at the bottom of the pool. I notified the manager on duty Kalvin
and decided it best I not return for my own health. Hearing from neighbors the pool was in fact shut down as there was
concern a few days later. 
 
 
Drought
During the summer we were asked to refrain from taking longer than 5-minute showers.  Yet I have witness firsthand
(2) Korean woman day after day taking full 30-45 min spas while the water is left running.  Yet the homeless lady was
told repeatedly she was in violation, and she got frustrated as to the double standard. Having spoken with her prior the
facility banning her claiming harassment, I would agree in her feeling of being discriminated
against. The harassment was a Latina lower class woman being made an example of, while others do as they please
without ever being addressed. Went brought to attention of management, I was told they don't have staff to police
anyone. 
 
 
Lack of Management on Duty
Under  the current management Leon,  and understanding he is never present for the am shift, I have left my number
for follow-up (no call to date).  I made the effort to visit at other hours of operation (each time the staffs’ response
would be, we are looking for him too).  So, I have stated my concerns with other mangers on duty.  Sadly, the
upper management overseeing EGR pool needs to be seriously reviewed, as persons sitting in positions long term tend
to become complacent.  This included positions being held by Leon, Jimmy, and Maha.  I’m not certain how Kalvin is
even able to be in a position as he lacks basic communication skills, listening or understanding of community, while
speaking over or at a person.  The lack of proper management at EGR is allowing for the deterioration of both
the facility and the staffs moral.  
 
New Management Replacement 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KY44zvhWhp4


10/17/22, 7:39 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: E.G. Roberts Pool - Lack of Management and Major Concerns

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AO3mRRaYOAcwY2hq1ZLNsNLEC44u55tCbrFiqyK5Q6UCyboaM86-/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&permt… 6/6

The best thing that could have happened was having Elizabeth, our previous manager, come in and tighten up the ship
at EGR.  Instead of promoting her and allowing her to continue the upward beautification of the neglected Mid-City
community pool, you return us the previous manager Leon who did nothing prior, and who is never available
presently.  It seems the good old boys are looking out for one another.... Jimmy, Leon and Kalvin.  While some
lifeguards on duty are exceptional, others lead with ego mimicking management and lacking professionalism.
 
 
Tripped over the wet floor marker forcing one to catch their balance to avoid injury; arriving to the facility
opening gates fully for the car to get inside, and/or double passage; letting down dingy curtains; subjected
to exposure of our nude female bodies; being spoken to poorly by persons left in charge to manage the
facility, are all all issues that we should not be subjected to.   The above issues and mismanagement are
appalling and as taxpayers we should be able to utilize a community space and feel safe doing so,
especially when dealing with any sort of handicap.   
 
Those in high positions and dealing with budgets, need to figure it out quickly.   This is not acceptable.  Your
immediate attention is greatly appreciated. Once the issues have been addressed properly, please advise
so that I may return to the pool to continue my medically prescribed rehabilitation. 
 
 
 Kind regards, 

jackson   

 
CityWide Aquatics 323-906-7953
Parks and Recs. 213-202-2700
Commissioners Office: 213-202-2640
 
 

--  
Please excuse errors. Sent from Gmail Mobile

 
 
--  
Jimmy Kim
General Manager 
 
City of Los Angeles
Department of Recreation and Parks

--  
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Grand Hope Park - Change of Park Hours
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Mon, Oct 17, 2022 at 7:34 AM
To: Benni Harding < >

Good morning, 

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Thu, Oct 13, 2022 at 6:30 PM Benni Harding < > wrote: 
Dear Meghan, 

Thank you and the RAP Commissioners for your consideration and the letter approving the
change in operation hours for GHP.

We understand from Darryl's previous correspondence that we should revisit in 18 months the
change in hours.

Kind regards,
Benni Harding

Benni Harding  
Vice President Admissions, Marke�ng
Fashion Ins�tute of Design & Merchandising  
e:   p: (  

From: Meghan Luera <meghan.luera@lacity.org> 
Sent: Tuesday, October 11, 2022 3:47 PM 
To: Benni Harding > 
Cc: Robert Eastland <robert.eastland@lacity.org>; Darryl Ford <darryl.ford@lacity.org>; Ajmal Noorzayee
<ajmal.noorzayee@lacity.org>; David Lee <david.s.lee@lacity.org>; John Barraza <john.barraza@lacity.org>;
Bryan Miller <bryan.miller@lacity.org>; Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> 
Subject: Grand Hope Park - Change of Park Hours

Hi Benni,

See attached the letter approving the revised hours of operation for Grand Hope Park.

Meghan Luera
Senior Management Analyst I
Department of Recreation and Parks
Planning, Maintenance and Construction
221 North Figueroa St., Suite 400
Los Angeles, CA 90012

VC No. 9211
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LYNN ALVAREZ 
VICE PRESIDENT 
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JOSEPH HALPER 

TAKISHA SARDIN 
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GENERAL MANAGER 
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October 11, 2022 

Belinda Harding 

President, Grand Hope Inc. 

919 South Grand Avenue, Suite 102-P 

Los Angeles, CA 90015-1421 

RE: CHANGE IN HOURS OF OPERATION FOR GRAND HOPE PARK 

Dear Ms. Harding: 

The Department of Recreation and Parks (RAP) is in receipt of your correspondence 
requesting to change the hours of operation for Grand Hope Park dated July 5, 2022. 

Per the Grand Hope Park Ground Lease (Lease), Grand Hope Inc. is responsible for the 
operation and maintenance of Grand Hope Park. Per Article 6.2 of the existing Lease, 
Grand Hope Park “shall be open and accessible to the public during the hours of 7:00am 
and 8:00pm, seven days per weeks during Pacific Daylight Savings, time, and during the 
hours of 7:00am and 6:00pm, seven days per week during Pacific Standard Time, unless 
expressly provided for herein or approved in writing by Landlord.” 

On October 6, 2022, the Board of Recreation and Parks Commissioners (Board) 
approved the change in hours of operation of Grand Hope Park to the following (Report 
No. 22-258): 

• 7:00am to 7:00pm, seven days per week during Pacific Daylight Savings Time

• 7:00am to 5:00pm, seven days per week during Pacific Standard Time

This Letter serves as notice that RAP has approved the revised operating hours listed 
above effective immediately. 

Grand Hope Inc. shall update park signage accordingly to reflect the new hours of 
operation. 



Belinda Harding 

October 11, 2022 
Page 2 of 2 

If you have any questions or comments regarding this information, please contact 
Meghan Luera, of my staff, at (213) 202-2669 or meghan.luera@lacity.org. 

Sincerely, 

CATHIE SANTO DOMINGO 
Assistant General Manager 

DARRYL FORD 
Superintendent 
Planning, Maintenance and Construction Branch 

DF/RE:ar 

Attachments:  Board Report No. 22-258 

Cc:  RAP Board Office, rap.commissioners@lacity.org 
Reading File 

mailto:meghan.luera@lacity.org
mailto:rap.commissioners@lacity.org


BOARD REPORT NO. 

DATE C.D. 14 

BOARD OF RECREATION AND PARK COMMISSIONERS 

SUBJECT: GRAND HOPE PARK – APPROVAL OF REVISED HOURS OF OPERATION – 
STATUTORY EXEMPTION FROM THE PROVISIONS OF THE CALIFORNIA 
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (CEQA) PURSUANT TO ARTICLE II, 
SECTION 2, CLASS m [ADOPTION OF ORDINANCES THAT DO NOT RESULT 
IN IMPACTS ON THE PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT] OF CITY CEQA GUIDELINES 
AND ARTICLE 5, SECTION 15061(b)(3) OF CALIFORNIA CEQA GUIDELINES 

  AP Diaz M. Rudnick 

H. Fujita * C. Santo Domingo

B. Jackson N. Williams

General Manager 

Approved   Disapproved  Withdrawn 

If Approved:  Board President    _______ Board Secretary  

RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. Approve revised hours of operation of 7:00am to 7:00pm, seven days per week during

Pacific Daylight Savings and 7:00am to 5:00pm, seven days per week during Pacific

Standard Time for Grand Hope Park;

2. Authorize the Department of Recreation and Parks (RAP) staff to issue a letter to Grand
Hope Inc., the Tenant that is responsible for operation and maintenance, to authorize the
revised hours of operation;

3. Determine that the project is statutorily exempt from the provisions of the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to Article II, Section 2, Class m [Adoption of
ordinances that do not result in impacts on the physical environment] of City CEQA
Guidelines  and Article 5, Section 15061(b)(3) of California CEQA Guidelines and direct
RAP staff to file a Notice of Exemption (NOE) with the Los Angeles County Clerk

4. Authorize RAP’s Chief Accounting Employee to prepare a check to the Los Angeles

County Clerk in the amount of $75.00 for the purpose of filing a NOE; and,

5. Authorize RAP staff to make technical corrections as necessary to carry out the intent of

this Report.

22-258

October 06, 2022

OCT 06 2022

X
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SUMMARY 

Grand Hope Park is located at 919 South Grand Avenue in the Downtown area of the City. This 
2.31-acre facility provides a children’s play area, landscaping and benches. Approximately 6,605 
City residents live within a one-half mile walking distance of Grand Hope Park. Grand Hope Park 
was acquired in 2016 from the Community Redevelopment Agency (CRALA) with an existing 50-
year lease between the CRALA and Grand Hope Inc., a non-profit, that was executed in 1994. 
Per the Grand Hope Park Ground Lease (Lease), Grand Hope Inc. is responsible for the operation 
and maintenance of Grand Hope Park. See attached a copy of the Lease as Attachment 1. 

Per Article 6.2 of the existing Lease, Grand Hope Park “shall be open and accessible to the public 
during the hours of 7:00am and 8:00pm, seven days per weeks during Pacific Daylight Savings, 
time, and during the hours of 7:00am and 6:00pm, seven days per week during Pacific Standard 
Time, unless expressly provided for herein or approved in writing by Landlord.” 

On July 8, 2022, RAP received a letter via email from Grand Hope Inc. (Letter) requesting to close 
Grand Hope Park an hour earlier due to increased “criminal activity.” See Letter from Grand Hope 
Inc. as Attachment 2.  

Grand Hope Inc. is requesting the revised hours of operation for Grand Hope Park: 

• 7:00am to 7:00pm, seven days per week during Pacific Daylight Savings Time

• 7:00am to 5:00pm, seven days per week during Pacific Standard Time

Following receipt of the request from Grand Hope Park, RAP requested additional information 
regarding the “criminal activity” mentioned in the Letter. Grand Hope Inc. provided information 
regarding 14 incidents over the last 5 months. However only one of those incidents occurred 
during the last hour of the day.  

RAP staff shared the Letter and additional information provided by Grand Hope Inc. with the Office 
of Council District 14. The Office of Council District 14 is supportive of Grand Hope Inc.’s request. 

Upon approval of this Report, RAP will provide a written letter to Grand Hope Inc. authorizing the 
revised hours of operation. 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 

Based in this information, staff recommends that the Board of Recreation and Parks’ 
Commissioners (Board) determines that it is statutorily exempt from the provisions of the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to Article II, Section 2, Class m of City 
CEQA Guidelines and Article 5, Section 15061(b)(3) of California CEQA Guidelines. RAP Staff 
will file a Notice of Exemption with the Los Angeles County Clerk upon Board’s approval. 
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FISCAL IMPACT 

The approval of this Report will have no impact on RAP’s General Fund. 

STRATEGIC PLAN INITIATIVES AND GOALS 

Approval of this Board Report advances RAP’s Strategic Plan by supporting: 
Goal No. 1: Provide Safe and Accessible Parks 
Outcome No. 2: All parks are safe and welcoming 
Result: Per the Letter, the revised park hours will “ensure the park is safe and secure for 
all park patrons”. 

This report was prepared by Meghan Luera, Senior Management Analyst I, Planning, 

Maintenance and Construction Branch.   

Attachments 

1) Attachment 1 – Grand Hope Park Ground Lease

2) Attachment 2 – Letter from Grand Hope Inc.
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: SYCAMORE GROVE PARK GAN GRAFFITI CD1 LA 90065
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Mon, Oct 17, 2022 at 7:43 AM
To: Garcia Incareal < >

Good morning, 

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners and staff.

On Fri, Oct 14, 2022 at 10:00 AM Garcia Incareal > wrote: 
OCTOBER 14

LA Park Supervisor Yvonte Robinson
The Sycamore Park has Gang graffiti
Attach some pictures
Also the poles at the parking have Graffiti and are rusting.
could you also paint them,
The dirt on the side walk on Figueroa has not been cleaned, it is going to rain and the side walk will full mud.
Mauro Garcia

--  
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

VC No. 9212

http://www.laparks.org/
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Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Community Impact Statement - Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Thu, Oct 20, 2022 at 8:55 AM
To: 
Cc: 

Good morning, 

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Thu, Oct 20, 2022 at 8:34 AM <Clerk.CIS@lacity.org> wrote: 
Your Community Impact Statement has been successfully submitted to Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners. 

If you have questions and/or concerns, please contact the Department of Neighborhood Empowerment at
NCSupport@lacity.org.  

******** This is an automated response, please DO NOT reply to this email. ******** 

Contact Information  
Neighborhood Council: Northridge East Neighborhood Council  
Name: Glenn Bailey  
Phone Number:   
Email:   
The Board approved this CIS by a vote of: Yea(7) Nay(0) Abstain(3) Ineligible(0) Recusal(0) 
Date of NC Board Action: 09/21/2022  
Type of NC Board Action: Against  

Impact Information  
Date: 10/20/2022  
Update to a Previous Input: No  
Directed To: Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners  
Council File Number:  
Agenda Date: 10/20/2022  
Item Number: 22-263  
Summary: The Northridge East Neighborhood Council opposes Board of Recreation and Parks Commissioners Report
22-232 entitled Dearborn Park – Children’s Play Area Fencing Installation (PRJ21659) Project – Commitment of Park
Fees $69,712.34, since renumbered as Board Report 22-263. For many months, if not years, there have been
numerous complaints submitted by the nearby residents concerning the misuse of the park for unpermitted uses.
Spending a large amount of the available funds for fencing a small portion of the park will do nothing to address these
documented complaints. Instead, consideration should be given to fencing the perimeter of the entire park to eliminate
unauthorized vehicles access to the park interior, which is an ongoing safety concern. The Northridge East
Neighborhood Council appreciates that the Commission deferred action on this item for 30 days at its September 15,
2022 meeting. In the future, we request that we be notified at least 60 days in advance when such significant projects
are being considered in Dearborn Park, as well as in Northridge Park (Recreation Center). Thank you for your
consideration.

--  
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

VC No. 9213

mailto:Clerk.CIS@lacity.org
mailto:NCSupport@lacity.org


10/21/22, 1:40 PM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: Van Alden Park

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AO3mRRaSmrhUeqDH_zf_wvBxfxB1yp37dgLlg2CTz05dZt3qU_My/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&permthi… 1/2

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Van Alden Park
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Fri, Oct 21, 2022 at 1:40 PM
To: Carly Saiz < >
Cc: Councilmember.lee@lacity.org

Good morning, 

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners. You may submit a service request at MyLA311.

See attached link: https://lacity.gov/myla311

On Fri, Oct 21, 2022 at 1:01 PM Carly Saiz < > wrote: 
Good afternoon, 

There is a double porta potty set up at Van Alden Park — due to the location of the toilets, the Wilkinson Senior Center
has made complaints of the smell.  

Can we please request that they be moved nearby the horseshoe area in the park, away from the senior center? 

Thank you in advance for your assistance and attention to this matter, 

Carly  
(818) 419-2734

Sent from my iPhone 

> On Oct 13, 2021, at 3:56 PM, Carly Saiz < > wrote:
>
>  Good afternoon,  
> 
> I would like to submit a request for a porta-potties or restroom facility to use at Van Alden Park at 8956 Vanalden
Avenue in Northridge. Since the pandemic began, there have been no restroom facilities to utilize, which has now been
over 1 1/2 years. It would be most appreciated to have some type of restroom to use while enjoying the park.  
>  
> Thank you, 
> Carly Nuncio
>
>
> Sent from my iPhone 

--  
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

VC No. 9214

https://lacity.gov/myla311
http://www.laparks.org/


10/26/22, 11:17 AM City of Los Angeles Mail - Re: Scanned Letter of Introduction and Proposal - Jim & Rita Ciccarelli Bocce Ball Court

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AO3mRRb1-9RNcQmRUvUwXpkO43XXEcXDtBIqefJ4U6Ityw1ak42f/u/0/?ik=289ce12b96&view=pt&search=all&permth… 1/2

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org>

Re: Scanned Letter of Introduction and Proposal - Jim & Rita Ciccarelli Bocce Ball
Court
1 message

Rap Commissioners <rap.commissioners@lacity.org> Wed, Oct 26, 2022 at 11:17 AM
To: Myrka Martinez <myrka.martinez@lacity.org>

Good morning, 

Thank you for contacting the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners Office, your email will be forwarded to the
Commissioners.

On Wed, Oct 26, 2022 at 10:20 AM Myrka Martinez <myrka.martinez@lacity.org> wrote: 
Good morning Commissioners, 

I received this letter with the request that I send it to you.

As mentioned in the letter, the constituent, John Ciccarelli, came to me for guidance and I have shared information on
the process for proposals.
John provided his mailing address but if email is the preferred method of communication this is one address I
have: 

Best, 

Myrka Martinez

--  
Myrka Martinez
Field Deputy 
Office of Councilmember John S. Lee
Council District 12
City Hall: 213-473-7012 | Community Service Center: 818-882-1212
e: Councilmember.Lee@lacity.org | w: CD12.org  

Connect with us: 
Facebook icon download 16x16 - curved instagram icon download 16x16 - curved 
twitter icon download 16x16 - curved

Sign Up for our Newsletter!

--  
City of Los Angeles
Office of the Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners
Figueroa Plaza
221 North Figueroa Street, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Telephone:  (213) 202-2640
Fax:             (213) 202-2610
Mail Stop:    625/15
Website:      www.laparks.org

VC No. 9215

mailto:myrka.martinez@lacity.org
mailto:Councilmember.Lee@lacity.org
https://cd12.org/
https://www.facebook.com/CouncilmemberJohnLee
https://www.instagram.com/councilmemberjohnlee/?hl=en
https://twitter.com/CD12LA
https://cd12.org/
http://www.laparks.org/
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