
BOARD REPORT NO. 

DATE C.D. 14 

BOARD OF RECREATION AND PARK COMMISSIONERS 

SUBJECT: BROOKLYN HEIGHTS PARK – ART INSTALLATION PROJECT – 
CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION FROM THE PROVISIONS OF THE CALIFORNIA 
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (CEQA) PURSUANT TO ARTICLE III, 
SECTION 1, CLASS 11(5) [INSTALLATION OF A SIGN LOCATED ON CITY 
PROPERTY MANAGED BY A CITY DEPARTMENT WHICH HAS A SIGN 
POLICY ADOPTED BY ITS BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS] AND CLASS 11(6) 
[CONSTRUCTION OR PLACEMENT OF MINOR STRUCTURES ACCESSORY 
TO (APPURTENANT TO) EXISTING COMMERCIAL, INDUSTRIAL OR 
INSTITUTIONAL FACILITIES] OF CITY CEQA GUIDELINES AS WELL AS TO 
ARTICLE 19, SECTION 15311 OF CALIFORNIA CEQA GUIDELINES 

  AP Diaz M. Rudnick 
H. Fujita * C. Santo Domingo
B. Jackson N. Williams

General Manager 

Approved  Disapproved  Withdrawn 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. Approve the Brooklyn Heights Park – Art Installation Project (Project) as described in this
Report;

2. Authorize the Department of Recreation and Parks (RAP) to issue the appropriate
Right-of-Entry (ROE) permit(s) for the Project;

3. Determine that the Project is categorically exempt from the provisions of the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to Article III, Section 1, Class 11(5)
[Installation of a sign located on City property managed by a City department which has a
sign policy adopted by its Board of Commissioners] and Class 11(6) [Construction or
placement of minor structures accessory to (appurtenant to) existing commercial,
industrial or institutional facilities] of City CEQA Guidelines as well as to Article 19, Section
15311 of California CEQA Guidelines and direct staff to file a Notice of Exemption (NOE)
with the Los Angeles County Clerk;

4. Authorize RAP’s Chief Accounting Employee to prepare a check to the Los Angeles
County Clerk in the amount of $75.00 for the purpose of filing a NOE; and,

22-253

October 06, 2022

OCT 06 2022

X



BOARD REPORT 
 

PG.  2    NO. ____________ 
 
 

22-253 

5. Authorize RAP staff to make technical corrections as necessary to carry out the intent of 
this Report. 

 
SUMMARY  
 
Brooklyn Heights Park was acquired in 2019. This 0.19-acre future park is located at 318 North 
Mathews Street in the Boyle Heights community of the City. This park, which is currently under 
construction, is approximately 0.19 acres and will provide a children’s play area, fitness 
equipment, walking paths, and a plaza for the surrounding community. Approximately 5,102 City 
residents live within a one-half mile walking distance from the future park. Due to the amenities 
this park will provide, it is classified as a Neighborhood Park.  
 
On August 5, 2021, the Board of Recreation and Parks Commissioners (Board) approved the final 
plans for the construction of Brooklyn Heights Park (Report No. 21-140). The new park will include 
the following:  
 

• Installation of a new playground equipment with integrated shade toppers.  
• Installation of a new fitness equipment area with integrated shade toppers.  
• Installation of new turf and shrub planting, smart wire irrigation system, stone pavement 

path, resilient paving, benches, security lighting and drinking fountain. 
 
Report No. 21-140 notes that park design also included space(s) for a public art component that 
is being developed in coordination with the Department of Cultural Affairs (DCA). 
 
PROJECT SCOPE 
 
The proposed Project named “Intersections” is an interactive art installation highlighting the 
diverse history and cultures of Boyle Heights through maps, picture stories, and oral histories 
from community elders. Colorful titles feature historical sites and people with QR links to their 
stories and interviews. The installation examines the intersections of the Black, Mexican, 
Japanese and Jewish communities in Boyle Heights. “Intersections” is funded through the Public 
Works Improvements Arts Program and will be installed for 25 years. Renderings of the proposed 
Project are shown in Attachment 1. 
 
Artist Selection: 
 
On August 12, 2022, the Department of Cultural Affairs (DCA) issued a Request for Qualifications 
(RFQ) for artists interested in creating permanent public art for the new Brooklyn Heights Park, 
which was posted publicly on DCA’s website and emailed to the Public Art Division’s mailing list. 
DCA received 37 complete applications in September 2021. In January 2022, six artists were 
chosen by a selection committee to develop their proposals per DCA’s public art process. They 
presented their designs to the community via virtual meeting on April 5, 2022. Michael Saijo was 
awarded the public art commission in May 2022.  
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Michael Saijo is a Los Angeles native and a long term resident of Boyle Heights with a deep 
investment in building community. His artwork has been exhibited internationally and featured in 
prominent publications such as the Los Angeles Times, the New York Times, and New York 
Magazine. All of the artists that will be supporting Saijo to work on this project are also from the 
Boyle Heights community.   
 
The concept of Saijo’s proposal is based on creating a space that anchors the community with 
history about the neighborhood with a resource of historical information in a fun, aesthetic, 
interactive way. The project is composed of two main parts: a large map of Boyle Heights, 
compose of brass inlay and poured colored concrete, and a sundial that will be situated in the 
middle of the plaza on a concrete pedestal. Both of these components utilize QR codes that link 
to oral histories about the Boyle Heights community. 
 
Maintenance:  
 
The Project will be coated with a two-part water based urethane anti-graffiti coating. The 
Department of Cultural Affairs is responsible for the long-term care and maintenance of the public 
artwork created through the Public Works Improvements Arts Program for a period of 25 years. 
The artists are contractually required to provide a Maintenance Manual to DCA.  
 
The visual content linked to the QR code shown on the plaque will be accessible and located on 
a DCA-owned platform. 
 
TREES AND SHADE 
 
This proposed Project will not impact shade at Brooklyn Heights Park. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 
 
The proposed Project consists of construction of minor structures accessory to existing 
institutional facilities and of the installation of a sign located on City property managed by a City 
department which has a sign policy adopted by its Board of Commissioners.  
 
According to the parcel profile report retrieved September 20, 2022, this area does not reside in 
a liquefaction zone. This site is not within a coastal or historic zone, but it is located in the methane 
buffer zone. The propose Project, however, is an open air structure and does not increase the 
risk of methane seepage. Based on this information, there is no reasonable possibility that the 
proposed Project may impact on an environmental resource of hazardous or critical concern or 
have a significant effect due to unusual circumstances. No other known projects would involve 
cumulatively significant impacts, and no future projects would result from the proposed Project. 
As of September 20, 2022 the State Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) (Envirostor 
at www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov) and the State Water Resources Control Board (SWCB) 
(Geotracker at https://geotracker.waterboards.ca.gov/) have not listed the Project site or any 
contaminated sites near the Project area (within 500 feet). According to the Caltrans Scenic 
Highway Map there is no scenic highway located within the vicinity of the proposed Project or 
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within its site. Furthermore, the proposed Project is not located in proximity of a known historical 
resources and will not cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of any historical 
resource. 
 
Based in this information, staff recommends that the Board determine that it is categorically 
exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to Article 
III, Section 1, Class 11(5) and Class 11(6) of City CEQA Guidelines as well as to Article 19, 
Section 15311 of California CEQA Guidelines. Staff will file a Notice of Exemption with the Los 
Angeles County Clerk upon Board’s approval. 
 
 
FISCAL IMPACT  
 
The approval of this Report and Project will have no impact on RAP’s General Fund. The 
proposed art installation is funded through the City’s Public Works Improvements Arts Program, 
which mandates that a one percent of the total construction cost is set aside for public art projects. 
The construction of Brooklyn Heights Park is being funded by CA State Parks’ Proposition 68 
Statewide Park Program Grant. 
 
STRATEGIC PLAN INITIATIVES AND GOALS 
 
Approval of this Board Report advances RAP’s Strategic Plan by supporting: 
 
 Goal No. 4: Actively Engage Communities 
 Outcome No. 3: Activated Parks and increase use of digital engagement 

Result: The proposed Project includes QR codes for digital engagement and includes 
information about the communities within Boyle Heights. 
 
 

This Report was prepared by Meghan Luera, Senior Management Analyst I, Planning, 
Maintenance and Construction Branch.   
 
Attachments 
 

1) Art Application and Rendering of Project 

























INTERSECTIONS 
BY MIKE SAIJO 

 









Satellite View Mosaic Sections:   

Hollenbeck Park 
Roosevelt High School 
Evergreen Cemetery  
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TERRA COTTA RELIEFS TILES 
MADE WITH PLASTER PLATE 
MOLDS  BY JOSE RAMIREZ.

  

RAMIREZ



CHICOMECOATL SUNDIAL SCULPTURE  



PHOTOS OF BUILDINGS AROUND THE PARK 
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